Waiting for Elijah - Insights into Judaism’s Most Popular Guest
Shabbat Hagadol 5767
I. The Prophecy

1. Malachi 3:23-24 Behold I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and awesome
day of G-d. He will turn the heart of fathers to children
and the heart of children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the land with a curse.

2. Rashi He will return the hearts of fathers - to G-d. to sons -
through the sons; He will say to the sons in a way of love and good
will, “Go speak unto your fathers to take hold of the ways of the
Eternal.” So too, “and the hearts of sons to their fathers”. So |
have heard in the name of Rabbi Menachem. R.D. in Mas. Eduyot
[interprets this verse as] bringing peace to the world.
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II. Brit Milah

3. Malachi 3:1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he
shall clear the way before me: and the Lord, whom you
seek, shall suddenly come to His temple; and the
messenger of the covenant, whom you delight in,
behold, he shall come, says the Lord of Hosts.

4. Metsudat David and the messenger of the covenant - so is
called Elijah the prophet, for he was zealous about the Brit Milah
that the kingdom of Ephraim restricted, so said our rabbis of
blessed memory.

5. Kings 119:10 And he said, “I have been very zealous
for the Lord G-d of Hosts: because the children of Israel
have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your
altars, and slain Your prophets with the sword, and I
have remained alone, and they seek my life, to take it.

6. Radak | have been very zealous for the Lord — The
zealousness | have had for the sake of G-d, and | killed the
prophets of Baal who were misleading Israel to the extent that they
abandoned Your covenant that you made with them at Mount Sinai
—and in Drash, that they stopped the practice of Brit Milah — that
zealousness caused me to leave my place to escape from Jezebel
and come here.

7. Yalkut Shimoni Pinchas 8771

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Pinchas is Elijjah. G-d
said to Pinchas: You brought peace between Israel and
Me in this world; in the Time to Come, you will also be
the one to bring peace between Me and my sons, as it
says, “He will return the hearts of fathers to sons”
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8. Ohr Zarua Hilchot Milah 107:5

One must seek out a good Jew to honor as the Baal
Brit in order that Elijah should come and sit on the seat
next to him at the time of the circumcision. As Rav
Sherira Gaon has written: There is a custom in Israel to
put a seat covered with a cloth next to the Baal Brit for
the honor of Elijah, who is called the Messenger of the
Covenant, as it is taught in the Baraita of Rabbi Eliezer,
on the topic of “I have been zealous...” G-d said to
Elijah, “In Shittim, you were zealous about
immorality...and here you are zealous about the matter
of the Covenant. On your life, | will establish with you a
covenant of peace and a covenant of Kehuna. Not only
this, but Jews will not make a Brit Milah until you have
seen it with your eyes. From this the Rabbis have
instituted the custom to make a seat of honor for the
Messenger of the Covenant, who is Elijah the prophet,
of blessed memory.
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II1. Havdalah

9. Tur OC 295

Even though we recite Havdalah in the prayers, one must

recite Havdalah over a cup [of wine]. We have the custom of

mentioning Elijah the Prophet, the reason being that he is
destined to announce the Redemption, and it is brought in
Eruvin 43b: It is assured to Israel that Elijah will not arrive
on the Eve of Shabbat or the eve of Festivals. Therefore,
since Shabbat has passed and he can come, we pray that he
should come and announce the Redemption to us.
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IV. The Fifth Cup

10. Oruch Hashulchan OC 480:1

After they have drunk the Third Cup, it is customary to say,
“Pour out your wrath...”” and to open the door in order to
denote that it is a Night of Watching, and that in the merit of
this faith, Moshiach should come and [G-d] should pour out
His wrath on the Babylonians who destroyed the Temple,
and to denote that before the arrival of Moshiach, Elijah will
arrive, as it is written, “Behold I send to you Elijah the
prophet before the arrival ...”. Therefore it is customary to
place another cup in the center of the table, and to call it the
Cup of Elijah. All this is for strengthening [our] faith, for so
is our Tradition, that in Nisan they we redeemed and in
Nisan they will be redeemed. (Rosh Hashanah 11a).
Therefore, at the time of completion of the Seder, before
reciting ““Not for us...but for Your name give honor”, we
inspire ourselves [to believe] that he will give honor to His
Name, blessed be He.
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