Foundations of Halacha 9.8 — Tefilah while Traveling

1. Gemara Brachot 9b

Mishna. From when may we recite Shema in the morning?
From when one can distinguish between techelet {blue} and
white...until sunrise. Rabbi Yehoshua says: until three hours
[into the day], for so is the way of kings - to rise at three hours.

Gemara. It was taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Meir says: from when
he can distinguish between a wolf and a dog; Rabbi Akiva says:
between a donkey and an arod {wild donkey}; Others say: from
when he can see his friend at a distance of four cubits and
recognize him.

Rav Huna said: The Halacha is like the Others. Abayei said: For
tefillin, it is like the Others; for reciting Shema, it is like the
vatikin, as Rabbi Yochanan said: Vatikin would finish [Shema]
with the rising of the sun. We learned so also in a Baraita:
Vatikin would finish [Shema] with the rising of the sun, in order
that one would juxtapose [the blessings about Israel’s]
Redemption to prayer, and it would turn out that he is praying in
the daytime.
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2. Gemara Brachot 26a

Mishna. The morning prayer [may be recited] until noon; Rabbi
Yehudah says: through four hours [into the day]. The Mincha
prayer may be recited until the evening; Rabbi Yehudah says:
through Plag Hamincha. The evening prayer has no set time; the
Mussaf prayer — all day; (Rabbi Yehudah says: through seven
hours.)

Gemara. But I will bring a contradictory source: The mitzvah of
reciting [Shema is to finish] with the rising of the sun, in order
that one would juxtapose [the blessings about Israel’s]
Redemption to prayer, and it would turn out that he is praying in
the daytime! [Regarding what was that taught? — for the Vatikin,
as Rabbi Yochanan said: Vatikin would finish [Shema] with the
rising of the sun.
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3. Gemara Brachot 30a

Shmuel’s father and Levi, when they needed to embark on a
journey, they would pray earlier, and when the time came for
reciting Shema, they would recite it. In accordance with whose
opinion is this? It is like that Tanna who taught in a Baraita:
One who woke up early to embark on a journey they bring him a
Shofar and he blows it, a Lulav and he waves it, a Megillah and
he reads it, and when the time arrives for reciting Shema, he
recites it. Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says, At that time, he recites
Shema and prays, in order that he should juxtapose Redemption
to prayer. About what is their debate based on? One holds: to
pray standing takes precedence; one holds: to juxtapose
Redemption to prayer takes precedence.

R 770 ® 07 N1292 noon Shas 7nbn
RITIRD 29717 12 1177 °2 121 PRINWT MIaR
YRW NROIP AT 07 717 091,008 NTPn N1
NRYY 2°OWi :R°INT - RIN ORT 0D ;INND P
,LID3AY 2917, 90 99w 17 RN - 1T
YRW NROIP AT VORWIT LT RIPY 79040
,999N7 - 71°902 IR PP AW 2w LROIP
12 VAW 927 ;RNP VAW DIRP TAT 3w
YR DRI RNP IO P21 T2 12 MR MYOR
XM .779507 7RI A0 070 ,575N0A)

MY PTY TN 7950 1020 N - A00np
A°7Y 779907 721X J107 1120

© Congregation Kadimah — Toras Moshe, Brighton, MA

(617) 254-1333 www.ktmshul.org




4. Rashi They would pray earlier — before day.
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5. Tosafot Shmuel’s father and Levi... would pray earlier
— Rashi explained this as “before dawn”. This does not
appear correct, for if so, they would not have fulfilled their
obligation whatsoever, for it is not yet day. Therefore, it
appears to be like Rabbeinu Tam'’s explanation, that it means
to say “from dawn”, and they “would pray earlier”, meaning,
before sunrise, and that is still not the primary time for prayer.
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 89:1

The time for the morning prayer: The [ideal] mitzvah is that
one should begin with the rising of the sun, as it is written
They shall fear You with the sun (Tehillim 72:5). If he prayed
after the day has dawned and the eastern horizon has lit up,
he has fulfilled his requirement. The time [for the morning
prayer] continues through the end of four hours, which is a
third of the day. If, mistakenly or deliberately, one prayed
after four hours but before noon, even though he does not
receive credit as if [he had prayed] in the proper time, he does
receive credit for having prayed. Rema and after midday, it is
forbidden to pray the morning prayer.
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7. In extenuating circumstances, such as when he needs to
embark early on a journey, one may pray from dawn on and
wait to recite Shema until its proper time arrives if it is possible
for him to recite Shema on the road, that is that he can concentrate
on the meaning of the first verse (Beit Yosef). Even though he is
not juxtaposing Redemption to prayer, it is more preferable
like this - that he will pray in his house standing - than that he
would pray at the proper time while traveling and juxtapose
Redemption to prayer.
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