
Foundations of Halachag.T - Electric Lights as Shabbat Candles

1. Shulchan Aruch OC 364

All other oils aside from these [mentioned above], one may lit with
them; however, flighting] with olive oil is the (r:/ optimum [way of
doing thel Mitzvah.
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Optimum - For it is drawn into the wick more than all the others. lf
there is no olive oil available, the [best way to do the] Mitrvah is with
other oils whose light is clean. They are preferable to a wax candle; a
wax candle is preferable to a tallow candle, for its light is clean and nice.
It appears to me that allthis depends on the candle...
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This ...other reason given not to recite a blessing [upon lighting the
Shabbat Lightl - that if it were already lit, one would not need to
extinguish it and rekindle it, nor to light a different candle - does not
appear valid: In the case of the Mitzvah of Covering the Blood of a
ritually slaughtered animall, if the wind [blew dirt which] covered
it, one is no longer obligated to cover the blood; this, despite the fact
that when one covers the bloo4 he must recite a blessing. So too,
one who was bom "circumcised" {without a foreskin}, there is an
opinion that it is unnecessary to extract blood of the Eril; yel when
one performs a circumcision, he recites a blessing. In the
[prayerbook] of R' Amram, it says, " One who kindles the Shabbat
Light recites the blessing: Who has sanctified us..." Also, it appears
to Rabbeinu Tam that if the candle were already lit, one would have
to extinguish it and relight it. ..
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The words of Rabbeinu Tam appear logical, and the Halacha
is like him.
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5. Gemara Shabbat 23b

From the fact that we recite the blessing, "and has
commanded us to light the Chanukah light', we see that
it is the kindling that constitutes the Mitzvah.
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It appears to me that this concept of "kindling that
constitutes the Mitzvah" or "placement that constitutes
the Mitzvah" is relevant only in the case of the Chanukah
Light, for its purpose is not for its light...[and] therefore,
if it were the case that the placement constitutes the
Mitzvah, one would have to recite, "and has commanded
us to place the Chanukah light" or, "and has commanded
us regarding the Chanukah light."
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This is not the case with the Shabbat and Festival Light,
where the main purpose of theirMitzvah is to give light
for Shalom Bayit, everyone would agree that one recites
"to light" and not "to place", since there is light through
the kindling.
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7. RemaOC263:4

If the light has been lil for a good portion of the
doy, one should extingaish it and relight it for the
sake of Shabbat.
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Tzitz Eilezer VoI. II 20:LL:9

I came to realize that [for the following reasory]
even according to the opinion of Rabbeinu Tam,
one may certainly recite a blessing upon lighting
electric candles: When one turns the knob and
lights the lamp, it can definitely be considered that
he is creating something with this for the sake of
Shabbat, for without his pressing, the current
would not flow and light the lamp. Even when one
physically lights a candle, it is just a means for the
essence of the Mitzvatu which is having the light
and the benefit it provides.

Even according to the side that Rabbeinu Tam
holds that if it was lit, one must extinguish it and
relight if one can still say that this is not because
we need that the actual lighting be fnr the sake of
Shabbat, but rather only that we need that the
bringing of light, which is the main part of the
Mitzvah, should be for the sake of Shabbat, which
would not be the case were it alreadv lit

If we srant this explanation, then in the case of an
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electric lisht, even if we sav that lturnine it onl is
not called "lishtind', it is nevertheless clear that

the brineins of the lieht is done for the sake of
Shabbat.

Rema OC 76L:4 They should take csre when'making
candles, even of wax, not to stick them together and
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of Shabbat and Yom Tov, they should be careful nol
to do so.

trrlrrylr) l'lirtr T .ltlrD Nyln rf'D trttn n
itlfit!) rlitl ,fiTrrTitl rnrf lPtl, I'NID'r (u, ,iltylrt "5R ,ntJ)

nluy, H)ru ttntr u'51 nfu, )u nt.l!: 
"5N 

()) * ;(n't r'\ilD rpDS)
.0"N),l)

@ Congregation Kadimah - Toras Moshe, Brighton, MA (617) 254-1333 www.ktmshul.orq


