Foundations of Halacha 9.3 - Brachot — Halachic Ramifications

1. Rambam Hilchot Brachot 4:3

If he was eating in one house and he went to another house, or
if he was eating and his friend called him to speak to him, and
he went out to the door of his house and came back: Since he
has changed his place, he needs to recite an after-blessing on
what he has eaten and again makes a blessing of Hamotzi,
after which he completes his meal.

Raavad Rambam makes a delineation here: Going as far as
the door of his house is not considered a change of place;
certainly if he can see the place he was eating, it is not a
change of place at all.
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2. Mishna Brurah 178

Concerning which things is a change of place applicable, there
is a dispute in the Gemara....And the authorities have differed

on this: Rambam, et al ruled like Rav Sheshet that in all
situations one must recite a new blessing. This is the
reasoning underlying the first two paragraphs. Rosh, et al

ruled like Rav Chisda; this is the reasoning of the Rema’s gloss
at the end of 12...This all pertains to the question making
another blessing, but initially, all agree that one should not
leave his place in all situations.
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3. Rema There are those that ague on all that is written in this
paragraph, but rather hold that leaving one’s place is only
equivalent to a Hesech Hada’at {termination of one’s intent to
continue the meal}. Therefore, if he left his place and went to
another, he needs to recite a blessing only before what he wants to
eat subsequently, but not on that which he has already eaten. [This
requirement too only applies] when he did not leave some friends
there and when he only ate things which do not require an after-
blessing in that place. However, if he had left some friends there,
or, even if he had not left anyone behind but they had eaten things
which require an after-blessing in that place, even for that which he
wishes to eat afterward he does not need to recite a blessing.
Therefore, one who interrupted his meal and went to a different
house, or who was eating and his friend called him out to speak to
him, even to the door of his house or to another place, when he
returns to the meal, does not need to recite any blessing, for bread
requires an after-blessing in that place according to all opinions.
However, if he mentally ended his meal, when he returns, he
definitely must recite a blessing on that which he wishes to eat
subsequently.

There is no difference whether he returned to the place where he
previously ate or whether he finished his meal in another place. So
is the custom in these provinces. However, one should not lave his
place without reciting an after-blessing lest he will forget to return
and eat. However, for the sake of a passing mitzvah, such as if the
time for prayer arrived, it is permissible.
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC 178:3

There is an opinion that holds that if he was in a garden and wanted
to eat from the fruit of each tree, since he recited the blessing on the
fruit of one tree, he does not need to recite a blessing on the others.
This, provided that at the time he recited the blessing he had in mind
to eat from the others. However, from garden to garden, he must
recite a new blessing even if they are close by each other, and even
if when he recited the original blessing he had all [the trees and
gardens] in mind.
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5. Shulchan Aruch OC 178:4

If one ate bread in one place and then ate in another
place, he only recites Birchat Hamazon in the second
place, as the wayfarers have been accustomed to do; they
eat as they are going, and they sit and recite the after-
blessing in the place they have finished their meal.
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 178:6-7

1. One who realized during the meal that he had not prayed - even in
a situation wherein there will not be enough time after the meal for
him to pray, and he therefore must stop, and it is impossible for him
to eat until he prays - nevertheless, it is not considered an
interruption.
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1.0ne who napped in the middle of his meal, it is not considered an
interruption. Rema the same applies if he interrupted with any non-
mitzvah activity, such as relieving himself, and so on.
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