Foundations of Halacha 9.1 — Kiddush - The Concept of Makom Seudah

1. lsaiah 58:13

If you restrain your foot because of Shabbat, from pursuing your
business on My holy day; and you will proclaim Shabbat a
delight...
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2. [Midrash] Sechel Tov Shemot 15

In the same place that one recites Kiddush, he must break bread,
because we hold: Kiddush is only [valid] in the place where a meal
will be eaten. As it is Written, “and you will proclaim Shabbat a
delight” - in the place where you have declared Shabbat, there
should be delight {through festivities}.
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3. Bavli Pesachim 100b — 102a
Regarding those people who made Kiddush in the Synagogue: Rav
said: The obligation for [a blessing on] wine they have not
fulfilled; the obligation [to make] Kiddush, they have fulfilled.
Shmuel said: Even the obligation for Kiddush, they have not
fulfilled.
But according to Rav, why should he recite Kiddush at home? In
order to fulfill the obligation of his children and members of his
household.
According to Shmuel, why do I need to recite Kiddush in the
synagogue? To fulfill the obligation for guests who eat, drink and
sleep in the synagogue.
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC 269:1

We have the custom of recting Kiddush in the synagogue. The one
who recites Kiddush should not taste the wine; rather he should
give it to a minor to taste, for Kiddush is only [valid] in the place
where a meal will be eaten. Originally, it was only established for
the sake of guests who would eat and sleep in the synagogue, in
order that they fulfill their obligation [to recite Kiddush]. Now,
even though guests do not eat in the synagogue, the decree was not
annulled. This is the reason of those places that have the custom
of reciting Kiddush in the synagogue.

However, it is better to adopt the custom of (1) not reciting
Kiddush in the synagogue, and such is the custom in Israel.

Rema People have the custom of (1) standing during the recitation
of Kiddush in the synagogue.
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5. Mishna Brurah

(M) not reciting Kiddush - In our provinces, they have the custom of
reciting Kiddush in the synagogue on Shabbat and Festivals; only on the first
night[s] of Pesach should they not recite Kiddush in the synagogue. We seek
to acquire wine, and have the custom to purchase the mitzvah of being the
one to provide wine for the synagogue for Kiddush and Havdalah. The
custom should not be abolished, since many Geonim {Sages} established it,
as Rashb’a writes.

(1) standing — The early authorities said that this helps for fatigue of the
knees.
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6. continuation of Bavli Pesachim 100b — 102a

Shmuel follows his own reasoning — for Shmuel said: Kiddush is
only [valid] in the place where a meal will be eaten. They assumed
from this that these words apply [to one who goes] from house to
house, but not from place to place in one house. Rav Anan bar
Tachlifa said to them: Many times I would stand in attendance
before Shmuel, and he would go down from the roof to the ground
floor and [only] then recite Kiddush.
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7. Rambam Hichot Shabbat 29:8

Kiddush is only [valid] in the place where a meal will be eaten.
How does this apply? One should not recite Kiddush in one house
and eat in another. However, if he recited Kiddush [?] in one
corner, he may eat in a second corner...
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8. Haga’ot Maimonit

5. So concurs Rav Nissim Gaon, based on the text of the Yerushalmi:
One whose Sukkah is sweet to him, on the Eighth Night [of
Sukkot], he may recite Kiddush in his house and eat in the
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Rabbeinu Nissim wrote that this Halacha [that Kiddush is only
[valid] in the place where a meal will be eaten.] applies only when
his initial intent was not to eat in the same place...The Rosh also
[rules] accordingly, the reason being that in our Gemara {Bavli}, it
implies that a stipulation will not enable one to recite Kiddush in
one house with the intent of eating in another.

In the Yerushalmi {Jerusalem Talmud}, it says that [such a
stipulation] works. Therefore, they made the following
distinction: Our Gemara is discussing a case in which one is going
from house to house; therefore, stipulation does not work.
However, the Yerushalmi is discussing a case in which the two
places are in one house.
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10. Shulchan Aruch OC 273:1

Kiddush is only [valid] in the place where a meal will be eaten. In
one house, from one corner to another, is considered one place; if
he recited Kiddush in one place and then decided to eat in another
corner, even if it is a great hall, he does not have to repeat
Kiddush. Rema — From the house to the Sukkah is considered like
from one corner to the other.

Some say that as long as he can see the place [in which he made
Kiddush], he does not have to repeat Kiddush.

Some say that if he made Kiddush in one place with the intention
of eating in another, it is acceptable. This applies when the two
places are in one house, e.g. from room to room or from the roof to
the ground floor.
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