Foundations of Halacha 8.5 — Torah Scrolls and Other Holy Books

e 1.Devarim 12:2-4

2. You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations
that you shall possess worshiped their gods: on the high
mountains and on the hills, and under every leafy tree.

3. You shall break apart their altars; you shall smash their
pillars; and their sacred trees you shall burn in the fire; their
carved images shall you cut down; and you shall obliterate
their names from that place.

7. You shall not do this to Hashem, Your G-d.

Rashi Another interpretation: [We learn from the juxtaposition of] You
shall break apart their altar...you shall obliterate their names from that
place... You shall not do this to Hashem, Your G-d - a notice against
one who erases G-d's name or one who removes a stone from the Altar
or from the Sanctuary.

2. Gemara Megillah 26b

Rava said: A Torah scroll that has worn out, we bury next
to the grave of a Talmid Chacham {Torah student}, even
one who has just learned the laws.

R’ Acha bar Yaakov said: One must place the Torah in a n
carthenware vessel, as it says, (Jeremiah 32) And you shall
place them in an earthenware vessel so they will stand for
many days.”

3. Shulchan Aruch OC 334:12

10 Nowadays, we save all yo Holy Writings from a fire [on
Shabbat] and we read them, even if they are written in any
language, even if they are written with sam or sikra
{colored inks} or with anything.

So too, Blessings written in the format prescribed by the
Sages, we save from a fire or from any place of exposure
(i.e. any open, public place );

So, too, a [worn-out] Torah scroll that from which one
could gather (1Y) 85 letters from complete words, or that
has a mention [of G-d’s name], we save it.

Magen Avraham yo Holy Writings — [A book of] Written Torah
takes precedence in being saved over [a book of] Oral Torah.

1o Nowadays - That the heart [and capacity to memorize] is
limited and all books were permitted to be written lest they be
forgotten, and [these books] need burial.

2 P9 ©°93%

NNPHRD D2 NN PTIRD TAX ()
DPN YN DD OV 371y YN
D™ND Yy DPDYN NN DNN DY)
Ny b: NN NMYD bm DN
DNNIAYY NN ONSAN  (): YD
DPIYNY DNIAXN DX DPIAY)
PYTIR mﬁ‘m Y2209 UKD POIYURN
: NIND DIPHND 19 DHY NN ONTIN)
o:ﬁ‘m ’N2 Y2 PUYN N9 (7
ONINam NXR ON3NI KR 12T 707
TR ,12 11001 ®? ONW NIXR ONTAR]T
Nt M 12X P21 00N NIR PNIn°
a1T0N N IR

2 TIAY 19 07 S99 N0 SHaa TINDN

DIR MR TN 722W 770 90 1R AR
i Wi [t S o 1o o2y By 1 11720 IPRE> o B a o) By Rl
PR ARV L0010 V92 APy T2 RN
2o 1TV YRS wan 952 annn Ao

k)

2 9D THY 19°0 DN NNR PIY INNY

10 POINN <V> (RY) VTP and w Y3 (9)
AR ,0N2 PP NPYTR AN RITRN
DDA DY2IN2 YaRY (29) PYY Y3 Drand
197 (39) 927 9923 (@avax srn o) RIPID
PONN,DNON YAvY MdIa Yavn
naMNN mpn Yam npKvIn N DMIR
17N 990 1) ;..(pam nHun mipn wvIa)
NN NPYMR 170 <> (1Y) VPYY 12 VWY
,II0TR 12 W IR MNHY (1Y) Man

MR PYNN

nmn - 0TIRPa "2AN3 1w 00X 14n
Nn”0) 97D20 MN? 2°X?7 NNTIR 2N210
(R70MMN

0™190i1 23 1M1 ®R2? 1'82T - KRIT'Ril 10
:1771] T'NDYT IMDNW* K20 2111237



Mishna Berurah (19) 85 letters - For through having this
minimal anount, this Scroll still has some of the holiness of Torah
Scroll, for this is the amount of letter found in the chapter of “And
it was when the Ark traveled...”

4. Bamidbar 10:35-36

79. When the Ark would journey, Moses said, “arise
Hashem, and let Your foes be scattered, let those who hate
You flee from before You.

9. And when it rested, he would say, “Reside tranquilly, O,
Hashem, among the myriad thousands of Israel.”

5. Gemara Shabbat 116a This section has signs
[inverted 1] before and after it. Why? Rabi said:
Because it is considered like a book unto itself.
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