Foundations of Halacha 8.4 — Disposing of Chanukah Lights

1. Beit Habechira (Me’iri) on Megillah 26b

“Articles of Mitzvah may be thrown out; Articles of Holiness must
be buried”...One can infer from this to the oils and wicks in the
Chanukah lamps, that they may thrown out; furthermore, since they
may be thrown out, it is permissible to use them for personal use.

The same applies to the wicks of the Shabbat lights.

o In She’eltot, they prohibit [throwing out or personal use] of
Chanukah lights, but recommend making a fire to burn it all in.
Some of the latter day scholars agree, their reasoning being: since
they are originially intended for this use, one sets them aside for
this — that is, for being lit and being burnt — and his intent at the
time of their kindling is that they will be consumed by the fire
that is on them. The same applies to Shabbat lights.

e | am not at ease with this opinion, for one’s intent does not focus
on something that his everyday experience tells him will not
occur. He definitely only set them aside for kindling, not that
they should be completely used up there. What is left over is
definitely permissible for use, as we have explained in its place,
like other Articles of Mitzvah.

2. Shulchan Aruch OC 672:2

One may continue to light until passerby are no longer traversing
the street, which is about half an hour [after sunset], for then,
people are coming and going and there is [in the lighting of the
Menorah] advertisement of the Miracle. Therefore, one must put in
oil for this amount of time. If he put in more, he may extinguish it
after this time has passed. He may also use the light of the Menorah
after this time.

3. Mishna Berurah

He may extinguish it — for he does not set aside the oil [for the Mitzvah]
except for what is needed for the half-an-hour for its mitzvah. Therefore, it
is permissible to extinguish it and to benefit from it. Nevertheless, many
later authorities have conceded that preferably, it is good to stipulate
explicitly that he is only setting aside the oil for the amount of time required
for lighting, as there are authorities who hold that if he put in oil without
any stipulations, [we assume] he meant to set it all aside for the Mitzvah.

4, Shulchan Aruch OC 677:4

The leftover on the Eighth Day from the oil that was needed for the
required amount of time of kindling - one should make a flame and
burn it by itself, for it was set aside for its mitzvah. If it was mixed
up with other oil and there is not sixty times its value, which would
render it insignificant, there is an opinion that holds that one should
not add oil to make this oil insignificant [but rather should burn the
mixture].
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5. Mishna Berurah

from the oil that was needed - that is, that he had only put in enough oil
for the minimum required amount of time for kindling, and it was
extinguished in the middle, and oil was left over. Therefore, it is prohibited
to benefit from this [oil] for it was set aside for its mitzvah. However, if he
put a great amount in the candle and some was left over, it is permissible
to use this oil. Know, however, that there are authorities who hold that if
he placed oil and did make any conditions, all the oil is considered to have
been set aside unless he made a stipulation at the outset that it should not
become prohibited aside from the requisite amount.
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