
Foundations of Halacha 8.2 – Shul Furniture, Holy Books 
The Ark and Torah Accessories 

1. Shulchan Aruch OC 154:5 
 
Articles of Holiness, such as: The sacks of Holy Books 
and Mezuzot. The straps of Tefillin, the chest in which 
they place the Torah Scroll or a Chumash, the bench upon 
which they place the Torah Scroll the curtain which they 
place in front of the Ark – they have Holiness in them, and 
need to be buried. 
• Rema This applies only to an article on which they 
occasionally place a Holy Object directly, or an article that is 
made to glorify [the Holy Object], such as the cover of the 
poles of the Torah scroll. However, the protective covering of 
that covering, is not called an Article of Holiness, but an 
Article of an Article.  So, too, all similar cases. 
• Some say that the ark is only called the Holy Ark if it is 
made like a chest, that is, it is only made for the honor of the 
Torah scrolls, but a closet built into the wall for safekeeping is 
not called an Article of Holiness.  Certainly, if the scrolls are 
deteriorating in this closet, they may be removed. 
• It is forbidden to wash the cover of a torah scroll using 
urine, out of respect. 

  

שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן קנד 
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2. Oruch Hashulchan OC 154:4 
 
The Desk on which  the Torah Scroll  is placed:  since by us 
they will not place the scroll there without a table‐covering, 
the Desk has only  the sanctity of  the Synagogue. The  table 
covering  is  an Article of Holiness. The Curtain  [before  the 
Ark],  the  cover  [of  the  Ark],  the  hooks  and  the  rods  on 
which  the  curtain  hangs  have  only  the  sanctity  of  the 
Synagogue.   The same is true for the steps approaching the 
ark,  and  the  entire  structure  thereof,  as well  as  the  amud 
{cantor’s stand}. 

ערוך השולחן אורח חיים סימן קנד סעיף ד 
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3. Oruch Hashulchan OC 154:5 
 
The piece of wood or bone which they fashion like a hand to 
show the reader the place of the obligatory reading for that 
day – they do not have even the sanctity of the Synagogue, 
for they are made merely to be an indicator.  Therefore, they 
may not make  this Hand  from  the hooks with which  they 
hang  the  Curtain,  for we may  not  lower  them  from  their 
status of holiness. 
It  appears  that  this  only  applies  if  they  do  not  hang  the 
Hand on the Torah scroll.  However, by us, where they hang 
the Hand on the Scroll for decoration, it is called an Article 
of Holiness, and is holier than the hooks. 

ערוך השולחן אורח חיים סימן קנד סעיף ה 
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© 2006 Congregation Kadimah - Toras Moshe, Rabbi Azriel Blumberg (617) 254-1333 



 
Some Background 

4. Shulchan Aruch OC 334:1 
 
A fire occurs on Shabbat: If it is at night before the meal, one 
may  save  enough  food  for  three  meals  …It  is  only  the 
members  of  the household where  the  fire  is may not  save 
more  ‐ for there  is a concern that once they are  involved  in 
recovering  property,  they  may  forget  Shabbat  and 
extinguish the fire – but members of nearby houses who are 
afraid that the fire may reach them may save whatever they 
want to. 

 א:שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן שלד
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  . שירצו
  

5. Rema OC 334:26 
 
All the laws we have mentioned concerning a fire applied only in the 
days [of the Mishna and Gemara]; however, now that we live among 
gentiles and there would be a possibility of danger, Halachic 
authorities both early and latter-day have written: It is permissible to 
extinguish a fire on Shabbat because it entails a mortal danger, and 
he who is quick to do so is praiseworthy. 
However, this all is dependent on the situation: If they were to be sure 
that there is definitely no danger,it would be prohibited to extinguish 
the flame.  However, even in case of an  inkling of possible danger, it 
is permissible to extinguish the flame, even in the house of a non-Jew. 
This applies specifically to extinguishing a fire, which is Melacha 
she’einah tzricha l’gufah {a Shabbat prohibition not done for its 
intrinsic result} and has a present danger.  However, it is prohibited 
to desecrate Shabbat to save (property). 

שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן שלד 
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The Sanctity of Holy Books 
6. Gemara Shabbat 115a 
 
Mishna: All Holy Scripts may be saved from a fire, whether 
or not they are read [in the synagogue service], even though 
they are written in any language, they require burial.   Why 
do we not read from [these texts]? In order not to take away 
from time spent in the Study Hall. 

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף קטו עמוד א 
  

כל כתבי הקדש מצילין אותן מפני . משנה
. בין שקורין בהן ובין שאין קורין בהן, הדליקה

. זהון טעונים גניאף על פי שכתובים בכל לש
 מפני ביטול בית -ם ומפני מה אין קורין בה

. המדרש
Rashi…not to take away from time spent in the Study Hall, for [this would 
cause them] to come late.  On Shabbat, they used to deliver a lecture to 
laymen who were at work all week, and include in the lecture laws of 
[practical areas of Halacha.]  It was better for them to hear this lecture than 
to read Scriptures. 

ובשבת , דמשכי לבא, משום ביטול בית המדרש...י"רש
היו דורשין דרשה לבעלי בתים שעסוקין במלאכה כל 

ובתוך הדרשה היו מורין להן הלכות איסור , ימות החול
  . בכתוביםוטוב להן לשמוע מלקרות, והיתר
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