Foundations of Halacha 8.1 — The Sanctity of Religious Articles

1. Gemara Megilla 26a

Thr Rabbis taught: Articles of Mitzvah — may be
discarded; articles of Holiness — must be buried. The
following are Articles of Mitzvah: Succah, Lulav, Shofar
and Tzitzit. The following are Articles of Holiness: The
sacks of Holy Books, Tefillin and Mezuzot, the cover of a
Torah Scroll, and the case of Tefillin as well as their
straps.
Rava said, “At first, I believed that the Reading Desk is an
Article of an Article [of Holiness], and was permissible [to
be discarded]. Once I saw that they put a Torah scroll
[directly] upon it, I believe it is an Article of Holiness,
and is forbidden [to be discarded].

Rashi - Article of an Article - For one places a

covering over it, and then places the Torah Scroll on it.

2. Shulchan Oruch OC 21:1

Threads of tzitzit that broke off, one may throw them in
the garbage, for it is a mitzvah that does not have holiness
within its physical entity. However, as long as they are
tied to the Talit, it is forbidden to use them - for example,
to tie something with them, - [in order not to] disrespect a
mitzvah.

Rema - Some say that even after they have broken off, one
should not treat them in a disrespectful manner, i.e. to
throw them in an undignified place, only that they do not
require burial. Some are scrupulous enough to bury
them; one who is stringent and careful about mitzvot,
blessing should befall him.

3. Mishna B’rura OC 21:1

X. Strands of Tzitzit — the same applies to all Articles of
Mitzvah, such as a Lulav, Succah, Shofar and all such
items after they have been removed and no longer are
ready to be used for their Mitzvah.

2. That have broken off — or that he untied from the Talit.
The same applies before he put them on the [Talit],
because preparation [for use in a Mitzvah] is not a
matter of significance.

3. Inthe garbage — However, it prohibited to use them for a
disgraceful purpose, for tzitzit are no less than a Talit, as
described in §2.
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