Foundations of Halacha 32.3 - Credit Cards

1. Gemara Bava Metziah 71b

Our Rabbis taught: An Israelite may lend a heathen's money [on
interest] with the knowledge of the heathen, but not of the
Israelite. E.g., if an Israelite borrowed money from a heathen on
interest, and was about to repay it, when another Israelite met him
and proposed. ‘Give it to me and I will pay you as you pay him" —
that is forbidden; but if he presented him to the heathen, it is
permitted. Similarly, if a heathen borrowed money from an
Israelite on interest, and was about to repay it, when another
Israelite met him and proposed. ‘Give it to me, and I will pay you
as you pay him,’ it is permitted; but if he presented him to the
Israelite, it is forbidden.
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2. Gemara Kiddushin 6b-7a

Raba said: [If a woman says,] ‘Give a maneh to So-and-so, and I
will become betrothed to thee,” she is betrothed by the law of a
surety: a surety, though he personally derives no benefit [from the
loan], yet obligates himself [to repayment]; so this woman too,
though she personally derives no benefit [from the money],
obligates and cedes herself [in betrothal].
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3. Shulchan Aruch YD 168:17

A Jew who said to his fellow: Lend me the funds of the non-Jew
with interest - If [the borrower] gave him collateral to lend on, if
the responsibility for the collateral rests solely on the non-Jew and
not at all on the agent, it is permissible for the agent to receive the
interest and give it to the non-Jew. If [the borrower] did not give
him collateral, it is prohibited unless he said, “borrow money for
me from the non-Jew in my name”, and the non-Jew trusted him
and relies on the borrower and not on the agent. Gloss: See later
Chap. 170 as to whether it is permissible for the agent to be a guarantor.
There are those who say that the leaders of the community are permitted
to borrow from a non-Jew with interest for the needs of the community,
even though they are like the emissaries of the community, and even
though the liability is upon them, and they, in turn, collect from the
community, it is permissible, for it is analogous to the case of a guardian
for orphans, who is permitted to act thusly. The practice to be lenient in
this way, even though there is no clear basis for permitting this. (...)
Howeuver, it prohibited subsequently to take partial payment from part of
the community, who will lend for the community, and then to deduct
from their share more than what they had lent, for the interest falls on the
others, and it is as if the [members of the community] borrowed from each
other with interest.
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4. Respomnsa Igrot Moshe YD III 42

A JEW WHO TOOK A LOAN FROM A BANK FOR HIS FELLOW
- WHETHER HE MAY COLLECT FROM HIM THE INTEREST HE
PAYS; AND, ON THE SUBJECT OF RECITING KADDISH AT A
PRAYER THAT HE HAD ALREADY PRAYED.

A. Since your fellow who is lending to you is the one who is
the borrower from the bank - for they will not [lend]
anything to you - it is prohibited to give him the interest,
even if he will incur a loss, for your lender is a Jew and is
prohibited to take interest; there is no difference whether
or not he will incur a loss through this. This is a law
stated explicitly in Gemara Bava Metziah 71.

B. As to the matter that you are saying Kaddish, and you
have already davened Mincha and recited Kaddish, and
you have come to a Shul to daven Maariv [and arrive]
early while they are davening Mincha - whether you have
to recite Kaddish again. In essence, you do not have to
recite Kaddish, and there is no need to recite too many
Kaddeishim. However, if they know that you are a
mourner, and the will suspect that you are not concerned
for the honor of your mother or father, you would need to
say Kaddish. If it is apparent that you are not davening,
so that they will understand that you have already
davened, you need not recite it.
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