Foundations of Halacha 31.4 - Shofar and Megillah

1. Gemara Rosh Hashanah 29a
‘If the hearer put his mind to it but not the performer, or if the

performer put his mind to it but not the hearer, he did not perform
his religious duty; [he does not do so] until both the hearer and the
performer put their mind to it’. Here he mentions the performer in
the same breath with the hearer, [to indicate that] just as the hearer
hears for himself, so the performer performs for himself, and [in
such a case] he states that ‘he did not perform his religious duty’?
— There is a difference on this point between Tannaim, as it has
been taught: The hearer hears for himself, and the performer
performs for all and sundry. R. Jose said: This applies only to a
congregational reader, but an ordinary individual does not perform
his religious duty until both the hearer and the performer put their
mind to it.
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2. Shulchan Aruch OC 690:14

14 When one reads the Megillah (48) he must have intent that /his
reading/ should serve for the listener to fulfill /his obligation/ and
the listener must ((have intent)) to fulfill /his obligation with that
reading/. If the prayer leader does the reading /it may be assumed/
(49) generally that he has in mind /to make his reading serve for/ all
those who listen /to it to fulfill their obligation/, even those who are
behind the Synagogue. (50) One need not insist on /correction of/
the errors /in the reading/. There are /authorities/ who say that this
/ruling/ only /applies to/ errors for which the wording and the
meaning are the same. /For example,/ as in the incident of the two
disciples who sat before Rav, one of whom read o> and one of
whom read o»77°. /Rav/ did not make either of them /read the
word/ again. However, /concerning/ (51) other errors /, these
authorities are of the opinion that/ this /ruling/ does not 3* /apply/.
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3. Shulchan Aruch OC 689:4-5

4 If one hears the Megillah /read/ by someone whom he is under
vow not to benefit from, (14) he will fulfill /his obligation/.

5 In a locality where there is no minyan, if one /of the residents/
knows /how to read the Megillah/ and the others do not know /how
to do so/, that one should make /his reading/ serve for all of them to
discharge /their obligation/. If they all know /how to read the
Megillah/, each one should read it (15) for himself.
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4. Mishna Berurah

(15) For himself. /This is/ because an individual cannot make /his
reading of the Megillah/ serve for his fellow to fulfill /his
obligation/, unless there are ten /people at the reading/. /The
reading of the Megillah/ is not comparable /in this respect/ to /the
blowing of/ the shofar, because the reading of the Megillah is
comparable to prayer, for which ten /people/ are required
essentially /when one wishes to fulfill his obligation through the
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prayer of someone else/.

Now the Pr.Ch. writes that this /ruling applies/ solely with respect
to initial /custom/, but once it is after the event, if /an individual/
had in mind that /his reading/ should serve for his fellows to
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discharge /their obligation/ they will have fulfilled it even if they all know /how to read the Megillah/. The M.A.
adopts the opinion, additionally, that even initially it is better for one /person/ to read /the Megillah/ for all of them,
because of /the principle that/ “the glory of the King is through the multitude of people.” 7 However, the opinion of
the E.R. and the Mateh Yehudah accords with /the opinion of/ the Shulchan Aruch, that each person should read /the
Megillah/ for himself /in these circumstances/. The D.Hach likewise transcribes /that opinion/.

5. Shulchan Aruch OC 689:6
6 (16) It is a commendable custom to bring (17) small boys and girls
(18) to hear (19) the reading of the Megillah.
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 691:8-9

8 /The Megillah/ should not be read to a congregation from a
Megillah which has been written (23) between /other/ Scriptural
Books /in the same Scroll/. If one read /it from such a Scroll, the
congregation/ will not have fulfilled /their obligation/, unless /the
width of the Megillah part of the Scroll/ was (24) more or less than
/that of/ the other sheets, so that it was distinct /from the rest of the
Scroll/. On the other hand, an individual may read /the Megillah/
from such /a Scroll/, even /if the width of the Megillah part/ is not
less or more /than the width of the other sheets/, and he will fulfill
his obligation with /the reading/. /However,/ this /applies/ only
when /the Megillah/ is written in scroll /form/, like a Torah Scroll.

9 A Megillah /Scroll/ (25) which has vowels or, likewise, /a Megillah
Scroll/ in which one wrote on the first page (26) blessings and
liturgical hymns is not invalid because of this.
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7. Gemara Chullin 16a

The Master said: ‘If one slaughtered with a wheel, the slaughtering
is valid’. But was it not taught [in another Baraitha] that the
slaughtering is invalid? — It is no contradiction, for the former
[Baraitha] deals with a potter's wheel, whereas the latter with a
wheel turned by water. If you wish, however, I can say that in both
[Baraithas] the wheel was turned by water, and yet there is no
contradiction, for in the former case it was turned by the first
onrush [of the water], whereas in the latter case it was turned by
the subsequent onrush [of the water]. And this [distinction] is in
agreement with R. Papa's statement, who said that if a man bound
his neighbour and turned on to him a jet of water so that the victim
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died, he is culpable. What is the reason? — It [the water jet] is, as it were, his arrow wherewith the victim has been
attacked. But this is [the law] only [in the case] where [the victim was killed] by the first onrush of the water, but
not [where he was] killed by the subsequent onrush of the water, for then the act was but the indirect cause of the

death.
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