Foundations of Halacha 29.6 — The Four Cups at the Seder

1. Gemara Pesachim 108b

Rab Judah said in Samuel's name: These four cups must
contain sufficient for the mixing of a generous cup. if he
drank them raw [undiluted], he has discharged [his duty].
If he drank them [all] at once, he has discharged [his
duty]. If he gave his sons and household to drink of them,
he has discharged [his duty]. ‘If he drank them raw
[undiluted]. he has discharged [his duty].” Raba observed:
He has discharged [his duty] of wine, but he has not
discharged [his duty] of [symbolizing his] freedom. If he
drank them [all] at once, Rab said: He has discharged [his
duty of drinking] wine, [but] he has not discharged [his
duty of] four cups. ‘If he gave his sons and household to
drink of them, he has discharged [his duty]: Said R.
Nahman b. Isaac: Providing that he [himself] drank the
greater part of [each] cup. An objection is raised: These
four cups must contain the standard of a revi’is, whether
neat or diluted, whether new [wine] or old; R. Judah said:
It must possess the taste and the appearance of wine. Thus
it is incidentally taught.’the standard of a revi’is,” whereas
you say, ‘a generous cup’? — I will answer you: Both are
the same standard, [for] what does he mean by ‘sufficient
for the mixing of a generous cup? For each one separately
[of the four cups]. which is a revi’is for all of them
together. ‘R. Judah said: It must possess the taste and
appearance of wine. Said Raba, What is R. Judah's
reason? Because it is written, Look not thou upon the wine
when it is red.
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2. Shulchan Aruch 472:8-11

8 One must drink the four cups /of wine/ (24) as arranged /by
the Sages/. If one drank them (25) one after the other, not as
arranged /by the Sages/, (26) he will not have fulfilled /his
obligation/.

9 The amount /of wine/ in the cup /must be at least/ (27) a
revi’is, (28) after /the wine/ has been diluted (29) (if one wishes
to dilute it). One should drink (30) all of it or most of it. 2* If
/the cup/ contains many revi’iyos, as many people (31) may
drink from it (32) as the number of revi’iyos it contains. There
is /an authority/ who says that one must drink (33) most of the
cup, even if it holds several revi‘iyos. (One must drink the
[required/ amount (34) without /making/ a long interruption in
between.) (...)

2* He must drink a mouthful, if his mouthful is more than
most of a revi’is. (Beyur Halachah) What is meant is that it is
sufficient to fill one side of the mouth.
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10 If someone does not drink wine (35) because it harms him
or he dislikes it, he must /nevertheless/ push himself to drink
/it in order/ (36) to fulfill the mitzvah of /drinking/ (37) four
cups /of wine/.

11 It is a mitzvah to obtain (38) red wine (if the white [wine/ is
not superior toit). (...)
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3. Mishna Berurah

(30) All of it or most of it. I.e., /one should drink/ all of /the wine in the cup,
which is the requirement/ initially, or /, if he cannot drink so much, he should
drink/ most of it, /which is the requirement/ once it is after the event.

In those countries where wine is expensive, it is sufficient even initially to
[drink/ most of /the cup/. However, one should drink all of the fourth cup, so
that he will be able to make an after-blessing according to all /authorities/.

(33) Most of the cup, even, etc. ...As for the halachic decision, we follow
the first opinion. Nevertheless, if one does not intend to drink a large
quantity /of wine/ he should not take a large cup, /but/ only a cup which
holds a revi'is, in order to have regard for /the other/ opinion /as well/.
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4, Shulchan Aruch OC 473:3

3 If one wishes to drink (12) several cups /of wine/ (13) he is
allowed /to do so/. Nevertheless, (14) it is proper /for one/ to
take care (15) not to drink /additional wine/ between /his
drinking of/ the first and the second /of the four obligatory
cups/, unless /it is/ for a great need, (16) so that he will not
become drunk and refrain from performing the Seder and
reading the Haggadah.
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5. Mishna Berurah

(13) He is allowed. /Now/ the Rav 4 writes below in Sec. 474, in the gloss,
that it is our custom to make the prior-blessing / Borey Peri Ha- Gafen/ over
each one of the /four/ cups. According to that /ruling/, for /one/ to be
permitted to drink /wine/ between the cups it is essential for him to have had
in mind at the time /he made/ the blessing / Borey Peri Ha-Gafen to
discharge /his obligation to make this blessing by means of it/ with respect
to all /the wine/ that would be brought to him subsequently to drink.
[Alternatively, /it is permitted/ if the wine /that he wishes to drink between
the cups/ was in front of him /when he made the blessing/, in which case he

will automatically have discharged /his obligation to make a blessing over it/,

as long as he did not explicitly intend not to drink it.] It follows that if one did
not have in mind to drink /wine/ between /his drinking of/ the /obligatory/
cups and subsequently changed his mind /and decided/ to drink /wine/, he
will have to make a blessing over /the wine/. It is /, however,/ forbidden /for
him to do so/, because he would appear to be adding to the /obligatory/
cups /of wine which must be drunk/, since he would be making a blessing
over this cup just as over the other four cups /which are obligatory/. We
have written this above in Sec. 472, sub- Par. 21 of the Mishnah Berurah.
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