Foundations of Halacha 29.2 - Which Beverages are Suitable for Kiddush?

1. Gemara Bava Basra 97a-b

R. Zutra b. Tobiah said in the name of Rab: The Kiddush of the
day must be proclaimed on such wine only as is fit to be
brought as a drink offering upon the altar. What does this
exclude? If it is suggested that it excludes wine [that comes]
from his vat, [it may be retorted]: Did not R. Hiyya teach, ‘One
must not bring wine from his vat [as a drink offering], but if
already brought, it is permitted [to be used]’; and, since [in the
case of offerings] it is permitted when brought, it [should be
allowed for Kiddush] even at the start also. [Morecover,] Raba
said: A man may press out a cluster of grapes and proclaim
over it the Kiddush of the day! Or, again, [if it is suggested that
the object of Rab's statement is] to exclude [the wine] at the
mouth [of the jug] and at the bottom, [it may be retorted]: Did
not R. Hiyya teach, ‘One must not bring [wine as a drink
offering] from [the jug's] mouth or bottom, but if already
brought it is permitted [to be used].! And [if it is suggested that
the statement] excludes black, white, sweet, cellar, and raisin
wine; surely it has been taught [that] all these must not be
brought, but if brought already they are permitted! ... But, [this
is the object of the statement], viz., to exclude [wine] which has
an offensive smell. If preferred, it may be said that [the
statement] may even exclude exposed [wine] and, [as to the
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objection raised, it may be replied that it excludes such wine] even though it was passed through a strainer in
accordance with [the teaching of] R. Nehemiah, [it] nevertheless [may not be used for Kiddush, because] Present it
now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee? Or will he accept thy person? R.Kahana the father-in-law of
R. Mesharshya inquired of Raba: May white wine [be used as a drink-offering]? — He replied unto him: Look not

thou upon the wine when it is red.

2. Shulchan Aruch OC 272
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2 Kiddush may be made over (5) freshly pressed wine. /If/ (6) one
squeezes out a bunch of grapes, he may recite Kiddush over /its juice/

4 Kiddush be made (10) over white wine. However, the Ramban
disqualifies /white wine/ for Kiddush, even post facto, (11) but /holds
that/ Havdalah may be made over it. The universal custom (12)
follows the first opinion.

7 Kiddush may be made on /wine made from/ wine lees or /grape/ pits
over which water has been poured, provided /the resulting liquid/ has
enough of a taste of wine that the blessing /over wine,/ Borey Peri Ha-
Gafen, may properly be made over it. (18) (See above, Sec. 204, Par. 5.)
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8 Kiddush may be made (19) over boiled wine or over wine (20)
containing honey. Some /authorities/ hold that (21) Kiddush may not
be made over them. Gloss: Common custom is (22) to make Kiddush over
[the above/, even if there is other wine available (23) which, however, is not of
as good a quality as the [wine which is/ boiled or which contains honey. (...)
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3. Gemara Pesachim 106a-b

R. Beruna said in Rab's name: He who washes his hands
[before eating] must not recite kiddush. Said R. Isaac b.
Samuel b. Martha to them: Rab has not yet died and we have
[already] forgotten his ruling! I stood many times before Rab:
sometimes he preferred bread [and] recited kiddush over
bread; at others he preferred wine [and] recited kiddush over
wine.
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4. Gemara Pesachim 107a

Mar Yanuka and Mar Kashisha the sons of R. Hisda said to R.
Ashi: Amemar once visited our town: lacking wine, we
brought him beer [for habdalah], but he would not recite
habdalah [over it], “and passed the night fasting.” The next
day we took trouble to procure wine for him, whereupon he
recited habdalah and ate something. The following year he
again visited our town, [and] we offered him beer. Said he, ‘If
so, it is the wine of the country’; [so] he recited habdalah and
ate a little. This proves three things; [i] [Even] he who recites
habdalah in the Prayer must recite habdalah over a cup [of
wine]; [ii] a man must not eat until he has recited habdalah;
and [iii] he who did not recite habdalah at the termination of
the Sabbath proceeds to recite habdalah any time during the
week.

R. Hisda asked R. Huna: Is it permitted to recite kiddush over
beer? Said he to him, Seeing that I asked Rab, and Rab asked
R. Hiyya, and R. Hiyya asked Rabbi about pirzuma, fig [-
beverage], and asne, and he could not resolve it for him, can
there be a question about [barley] beer! Now it was
understood from him: kiddush indeed may not be recited
over it, yet we can recite habdalah over it. Said R. Hisda to
them, Thus did Rab say: Just as you may not recite kiddush
over it, so may you not recite habdalah over it. It was stated
too” R. Tahlifa b. Abdimi said in Samuel's name: Just as you
may not recite kiddush over it, so may you not recite
habdalah over it. Levi sent to Rabbi beer strained
thirteenfold. On tasting it he found it well-flavoured. Said he:
‘Over such as this it is fitting to recite kiddush and to utter all
the psalms and praises in the world.” At night it caused him
pains. Said he: ‘Seeing that it chastises us, shall it propitiate!’
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R. Joseph said: I will vow in the presence of a multitude not
to drink beer. Raba said: I would drink flaxwater, yet I would
not drink beer. Raba also said: His drink shall be but beer
who recites kiddush over beer. Rab found R. Huna reciting
kiddush over beer. Said he to him: ‘Abba has begun to
acquire istiri with beer. * Our Rabbis taught: You recite
kiddush over wine only, and you say a blessing over wine
only. Do we then not recite the blessing, ‘by whose word all
things exist’ over beer and water? — Said Abaye, this is what
he means: You do not say, ‘bring a cup of blessing to say
Grace [after meals],” over aught except wine. Our Rabbis
taught: You do not recite kiddush over beer. On the authority
of R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon they said: You can recite
kiddush [over it].
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9 Where wine is not readily available, some /authorities/ hold
(24) that Kiddush may be made over beer (25) or /over/ other
beverages, (26) except for water. But some /authorities/ hold
that Kiddush may not be made /over any beverage except
wine/. (27) According to the Rosh, on /Friday/ night Kiddush
should not be made over beer, but, rather, /it should be
made/ (28) over bread. However, on /Shabbos/ morning, it is
(29) preferable to make Kiddush (30) over beer, making the
/required/ (31) She-Ha-Kol blessing over the beer before
/making/ the Ha-Motzi blessing /over the bread which begins
the Shabbos meal/. For if one would make /Kiddush by
reciting/ the blessing over the bread first, there would be
nothing /to indicate that this Ha-Motzi blessing is/ different
/from other Ha- Motzi blessings made during weekdays at the
start of the meal/. There is a sound basis in reason for /this
ruling/. Gloss: And so (in accordance with the opinion of the Rosh)
is the common custom. If there is wine available in the city, (32)
Kiddush should not be made over bread. One who may not drink
wine due to a vow [previously made, by which he forbade himself
wine/, (33) may [nevertheless/ make Kiddush over [wine/ and have
one of the company seated with him [, who intend to fulfill their
obligation to make a blessing with his blessing,/ drink /the wine/. If
there are no others with him, he should make Kiddush over bread
(and not over wine), (34) or else, he should listen to Kiddush /made
by/ others. (Hagahos Maimoni, /Hilchos Shabbos,/ Chap. 29,
/holds/ that [where one vows not to drink wine,/ wine must be
sought after [and used for Kiddush/. /On the other hand,/Teshuvos
Maimoni at the end of /Rambam’s Book of/Hafla’ah, Sec. 4,
/holds/ that [in such an instance/ Kiddush should be made over
bread. [This is a contradiction 2* which/ must be resolved by
differentiating between a situation/ where one eats by himself and /a
situation/ where one eats together with others.)
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