Foundations of Halacha 24.2 - Modern Equipment

1. Gemara Shabbat 123b
Mishnah. R. Jose said: all utensils may be handled, except a
large saw and the pin of a plough.

Gemara. R. Nachman said: A fuller's trough is like the pin of
a plough. Abayei said: A cobbler's knife and a butcher's
chopper and a carpenter's adze are like the pin of a plough.

Rashi
All these, [the owners] are particular about them for they may become
blemished, and they actively put them aside.
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2. Tosafot

a butcher's chopper - Rashi explained this to mean the knife that
the butchers use to cleave meat. Some explain it as the knife with
which they slaughter, for [the owner] is particular that it not become
blemished. One must be careful not to move it even for the sake of
using the item itself, for it is equivalent to the pin of a plough, about
which even Rabbi Shimon concedes.
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3. Gemara Shabbat 124a

Our Rabbis taught: At first they [the Sages] ruled: Three
utensils may be handled on the Sabbath: A fig-cake knife, a
pot soup ladle, and a small table-knife. Then they permitted
[other articles], and they permitted again [still more], and
they permitted still further, until they ruled: All utensils may
be handled on the Sabbath except a large saw and the pin of
a plough. What is meant by ‘then they permitted [other
articles], and they permitted again [still more], and they
permitted still further’? — Said Abayei: [First] they
permitted an article whose function is for a permitted
purpose, provided it was required for itself; then they further
permitted an article whose function is for a permitted
purpose, even when its place is required; then they further
permitted an article whose function is for a forbidden
purpose, provided it was required for itself, but not when its
place is required. Yet still [these might be handled] with one
hand only, but not with two hands, until they [finally] ruled,
All utensils may be handled on the Sabbath even with both
hands. Raba observed to him, Consider: he [the Tanna]
teaches, they permitted [other things], what difference is it
whether they are required for themselves or their place is
needed? Rather said Raba: [First] they permitted an article
whose function is for a permitted purpose, both when
required itself or when its place is required; then they further
permitted [it to be moved] from the sun to the shade; then
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they further permitted an article whose function is for a
forbidden purpose [to be moved] only when it is required for
itself or when its place is required, but not from the sun to
the shade. Yet [it might] still [be moved] by one person only,
but not by two, until they ruled: All utensils may be handled
on the Sabbath, even by two persons.
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4. Gemara Shabbat 44a-b

Mishnah. A new lamp may be handled, but not an old one.
R. Simeon maintained: all lamps may be handled, except a
lamp [actually] burning on the Sabbath.

Gemara. Our rabbis taught: a new lamp may be moved, but
not an old one: this is R. Judah's opinion. R. Meir ruled: all
lamps may be moved, except a lamp which was lit on the
Sabbath; R. Simeon said: except a lamp burning on the
Sabbath; if it is extinguished, it may be moved; but a cup,
dish or glass lantern may not be stirred from its place.

Rav Judah said in Rav's name: If a bed is designated for
money, it may not be moved. R. Nachman b. Isaac objected:
A new lamp may be handled, but not an old one. Now if a
lamp, though made for that purpose, may be handled if it
was not lit, how much more so a bed, which was not made
for that purpose! Rather if stated, it was thus stated: Rav
Judah said in Rav’s name: In the case of a bed which was
designated for money, if money was placed upon it, it may
not be handled; if money was not placed upon it, it may be
handled. But if it was not designated for money, then if
money is lying upon it [now], it may not be handled; if
money is not lying upon it, it may be handled, provided that
there was none upon it at twilight.
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