Foundations of Halacha 23.4 - Maftir and the Haftarah

1. Gemara Megillah 23a-b

The question was raised: Should the Maftir be counted among the
seven? — R. Huna and R. Jeremiah b. Abba answered differently.
One said that he does count and the other that he does not count.
The one who says he does count points to the fact that he actually
reads [from the Torah also], while the one who says he does not
count relies on the dictum of ‘Ulla, who said: Why is it proper for
the one who reads the Haftarah from the Prophet to read in the
Torah first? To show respect for the Torah. Since then he reads
[only] out of respect for the Torah, he should not be counted to
make up the seven. The following was cited in objection to this:
‘He who says the Haftarah from the Prophet should read not less
than twenty-one verses, corresponding to [those read by] the seven
who have read in the Torah’. Now if it is as you say, there are
twenty-four? — Since it is only out of respect for the Torah [that
he reads], no corresponding verses [to those read by him] are
required [in the prophetical reading]. Raba strongly demurred to
this: There is, he said, [the Haftarah of] ‘Add your burnt-offerings’
in which there are not twenty-one verses, and yet we read it! —
The case is different there, because the subject is completed
[before twenty-one verses]. But where the subject is not
completed, do we then not [read less than twenty-one]? Has not R.
Samuel b. Abba said: Many times I stood before R. Johanan, and
when I had read ten verses he said, ‘Stop [both of] you’? — In a
place where there is a translator it is different, since R. Tahlifa b.
Samuel has taught: This rule was laid down only for a place where
there is no translator, but where there is a translator a stop may be
made [earlier].
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2. Tosafot

Since it is only out of respect for the Torah [that he reads], no
corresponding verses [to those read by him] are required - There is a
difficulty: According to our practice on all Sabbaths of the year - that the
Maftir goes back and repeats the reading that the prior [Aliyot] had read,
and does not read further at all - what is this that [the Gemara] answers,
“Since it is only out of respect for the Torah [that he reads], no
corresponding verses [to those read by him] are required”? On the
contrary: He should have said, “Since he reads only what the prior ones
had read, no corresponding verses [to those read by him] are required.”
So too is it implied from the fact that, according to the opinion that says
[that the Maftir] counts [as one of the seven], they ordained three verses
corresponding [to the Mattir] in the Haftarah corresponding to what he
read in the Torah, as we say nearby. If so, it can be derived that he
[indeed] reads what the prior ones have not. Hence, there is a difficulty:
Why is it not our custom to do this?

It appears that since, in the days of the Sages, they did not recite Kaddish
between the Aliyot prior to Maftir and Maftir, the Maftir therefore
completed [the weekly portion]. However, after the Talmud had been
organized and they ordained to recite Kaddish between the first Aliyot
and Mattir - just as they ordained to recite M®X1 MR 0?7107 ‘i1 7172and
11"1"D X7 after 11272W0, even though they were not said in the days of
the Tannaim; however, they ordained it to make known that the Maariv
prayer is not obligatory - so too, they ordained to say Kaddish between
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the Seventh and Maftir to make known that [Maftir] is not counted among
the Seven [Aliyot].
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3. Gemara Meqillah 30a-b

It was stated: ‘If it [the Sabbath of Shekalim] falls when the
portion ‘And thou shalt command’ is read, Rabbi Yitzchak Nafcha
said: six persons read from ‘And thou shalt command’ to “When
thou takest’, and one from ‘When thou takest’ to ‘Thou shalt also
make’. Abayei remarked: If that is done, people will say that that
is where they stop. Rather, said Abayei; six read from ‘And thou
shalt command’ to ‘Thou shalt also make’, and one repeats and
reads from ‘When thou takest’ to ‘Thou shalt also make’.
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC 282:4-6

7. The practice is to call up seven [Aliyot], concluding the [weekly]
portion with them recite Kaddish, and then repeat for the Maftir
[part of that] which the seventh read. Gloss: So is the practice on
Yom Tov - the Maftir is not counted in the number of Aliyot. However,
on weekdays, when nit is forbidden to add on to the prescribed number of
Aliyot, the third [Aliyah] is the Maftir.... Kaddish is recited before the
Maftir goes up. There is no difference for this whether or not an addition
was made to the number of Aliyot or whether on or three Torah Scrolls
were taken out.

7. If no one who knows how to read the Haftarah can be found
other than one of those who has already been called up to read in
the Torah and the Reader has already recited the Kaddish after
[completing] the reading of the weekly portion, whoever intends
to read the Haftarah must repeat [a part of what was read],
making a blessing before and after. Gloss: However, if Kaddish has
not yet been said, whoever was called as the Seventh should read the
Haftarah, if he knows how to. If there are others who know how to read
the Haftarah, the Haftarah should not be read by someone who has
previously been called up.

1. If the Reader erred and concluded the weekly portion with the
Sixth Aliyah, and has already said Kaddish, it is no longer
necessary to call up another Aliyah; rather, he should read for the
Maftir that which he read for the Sixth. This is because we hold
that the Maftir can count toward the required number of Seven.
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5. Mishna Berurah 284::1

A Haftarah is read - The Levush writes, “I am astonished that | have not found it
to be a practice that Haftarahs are written in accordance with the rules for writing
a Sefer. It would appear to me that the obligation to read the Haftarah cannot be
fulfilled by [reading it from] printed scriptures, since these are not written in
accordance with al the laws of Sefer Torah or Megillah.” The Taz and Magen
Avraham justify the practice, holding that even if [the Haftarah] is printed on
paper and not in the form of a scroll, it is permissible for this purpose. However,
the opinion of the M.A. is that it is obligatory to read the Haftarah from a book of
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prophets printed in its entirety - not from the individual Haftarahs printed in the | 7171 [R] 1799111 NP7 78T RNl NDUT
Chumashim. So too is the view of the Elya Rabah - see there. Despite this, if | T1? N7UW9N 71NN K71 0I9TIN 070 XR'2) [1]
the [congregation] has only a Haftarah printed in a Chumash, the lenient opinion | W~D 7”XN TIVT 3”1 131 WNIMA NUITII
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