Foundations of Halacha 23.3 - Errors in the Kriah and in the Sefer Torah
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This only applies in the case of a deviation whereby the [sense of the]
matter was changed.* However, if one erred in singing the notes or in
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If an error is discovered, etc. - In order that the words of this
paragraph be understood, I will give the following short
introduction to it:

1. In the opinion of the majority of the Poskim {Halachic

authorities}, if a Torah scroll lacks a single word or a single
letter or has an error in it, it is invalid for reading. According to
them, if one discovers an error in it, even after the seven people
were called already read, it is necessary to go back to the
beginning from a valid Torah scroll and say the blessings, for it
is as if that first reading did not [take place].

. A few Poskim are of the opinion that even when it lacks several
verses and certainly if it has a mere error - while it is not
describable as a Torah scroll in terms of fulfilling the Mitzvah
of writing a Torah Scroll - they nevertheless permit reading
from it when one does not have another [Torah Scroll].

. In Paragraph 3, the author [of the Shulchan Aruch] rules
categorically that, initially, one should not take out an invalid
Torah Scroll and say blessings for [reading from] it, even in a
locality where one does not have another [Torah Scroll], since
the majority of Poskim hold that it is forbidden.

. However, when an error is discovered after the portion has
already been read, Rabbi Yaakov Bey Rav rules that as regards
[the ruling] after the event, we rely on the view of the few
Poskim [noted] above who maintain that such a scroll is valid
for reading, and [therefore] this reading counted for them and
it is unnecessary to take out another Torah Scroll. The
Acharonim {later authorities} agree with him on this.

. Correspondingly, if an error is discovered in between [the
readings of] one person and another, and they have not yet
completed the seven Aliyot, we rely on the opinion of the
authorities mentioned above who are lenient, as regards what

R TINR MR IR TINRXR 7127 70N
121 MIpP? 17109 MUV N2 R¥NIW
17°9R MUV 712 KR¥NI TR 17T T2
IR ORTIP T IR 120W INRY
77271 W N0 WR1? 11MY
1®ND ANURT ARMIP AMKT 177D
RMT RN2T

70N 1279RT 0°PUI9 N¥PN NUTI
11 R¥MWI W21 T'PIOT Nd
N”0 NXRIPI R?27T R RN7D2 MDY
Nnamd 20 VN N2 0UPW MDY
17 1"R TR 112 N17P2 17 0”0 N“0
NN

ono ‘2 9'0oa 1anmia o i
12109 N0 XR'X111?7 "R 11?21N227
17 1"R0 01PN2 1279X 117?20 1127
1"1210 00191 21T "MINKXR J1NKX

TIORT

1200 MR MDBA KR¥N DR IR
17 "2 2pYT 1717 PUY R1TON IR1P
N¥p NUT 2D 1"2N10 TAD'T 1MU2T
NP7 1"1"WInw [R*] 27171 0°p019
IR 1°R1 IRTIPA TA? 1N2U1 12
MY N0 NINKR 170 R'S107

112 TITINR

22 17" DU KXkX¥N1 oKX 17

has already been read - that they have fulfilled their obligation - | /171 1M™20WN ®? 1"°TUT ™27
now that it is after the fact. However, it is forbidden to [ 1P 1220 N 1MU? O'RIP
continue reading from that {Torah Scroll], but one must take | 57371 192'pni1 NUT 2D 1IN0

out another {Scroll] and begin from the point where the reading
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was stopped. The remaining Aliyot complete the reading 1 MM NN 1'R'¥INT 110X
together with the first ones who had read from the incorrect 1™ ™20NT OXR™MPN 1090 01PNN0
scroll; i.e. those who read from the first [Scroll] are also taken 010URIT OMR - 0D O°RI1pN
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into account among the seven Aliyot, since it is now after the

(The
Acharonim write that, nevertheless, if it is possible, it is
preferable that the [full] seven Aliyot should read from the
Torah Scroll which they took out [now].)

6. All this [applies] if he already said the after-blessing over the
invalid [Torah Scroll]. However, if an error was discovered in

event, in accordance with what is [explained] above.

the middle of his reading, even if he already read many verses
[and certainly if he did not yet read three verses] and, also,
even if he finished his reading completely, as long as he did not
yet say the after-blessing - he should not say the after-blessing
over the invalid [Scroll], for this is regarded as “initially”.
Instead, they should take out another [Torah Scroll] and he
should read three verses from it and he should only say the
after-blessing.

7. This is the view of Rabbi Yaakov Bey Rav, which is transcribed
by the Author in this paragraph.

8. The view of the Mordechai is that if [the person reading] had
already read three verses and it is possible to stop there, for it is
not within two verses of [the beginning or end of] a paragraph,
he should stop there and say the after-blessing. They should
then take out another [Torah Scroll], so that the remaining
Aliyot can ascend to read from it. If he had not yet read three
verses, or if he had read three verses but there remain only two
verses close to the end of a paragraph, so he cannot stop there -
he should read [the spot where the error is] by heart and finish
his reading with the invalid [Torah Scroll]. He should say the
after-blessing, and they should then take out another [Torah
Scroll].
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC 143:4

If an error is discovered in a Torah Scroll during the reading,
another Torah Scroll should be taken out, and the reading begun
from the point where the error was discovered, and the remaining
Aliyot complete the reading supplementing the first ones who had
read from the incorrect [scroll]. If an error was discovered in the
middle of the reading of an Aliyah, he should finish his reading in
the valid Scroll and [then] say the after-blessing. He should not
say a [prior-] blessing again beforehand. Gloss: If three verses were
already read for him and it is possible to stop, they should stop there and
he should say the after-blessing. The remaining Aliyot complete the
reading from the other Torah Scroll which they take out. This [ruling]
that we take out another [Torah Scroll] only applies when a complete
error was discovered. However, for the sake of an error in letters which
should be omitted or [should be written] in full, one should not take out
another [Torah Scroll]. This is because our Torah Scrolls are not so
accurate that one can assume that the other [Torah Scroll] will be more
valid. (Agur, Piskei Mahariya sec. 80, Riaz and Mabharil rule that one
should not bring another Torah Scroll. The Beit Yosef rules that one
must take out another Torah Scroll.) Therefore, one must make this
differentiation.
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