Foundations of Halacha 23.2 - The Order and Priority of Aliyot

1. Gemara Megillah 21a

Mishna. On Mondays and Thursdays and on Shabbat at Mincha,
three read from the Torah, neither more nor less, nor is a Haftarah
read from a prophet. The one who reads first in the Torah and the
one who reads last make [respectively] a blessing before reading
and after. On new moons and on the intermediate days of festivals
four read, neither more nor less, and there is no Haftarah from a
prophet. The one who reads first and the one who reads last in the
Torah make a blessing before and after. This is the general rule: on
any day which has a Musaf and is not a festival four read; on a
festival five read; on the Day of Atonement six read; on Shabbat
seven read; this number may not be diminished but it may be
added to, and a Haftarah is read from a prophet. The one who
reads first and the one who reads last in the Torah make a blessing
before and after.
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2. Gemara Megillah 21b-22a

Neither less nor more [etc.]. A Tanna stated: The one who reads
first makes a blessing before the reading, and the one who reads
last makes a blessing after it. Nowadays that all make a blessing
both before and after the reading, the reason is that the Rabbis
ordained this to avoid error on the part of people entering and
leaving synagogue.

On new moons and on the intermediate days of the festival four
read. ‘Ulla b. Rav enquired of Raba: How is the portion of New
Moon to be divided? [The paragraph commencing] ‘Command
the children of Israel and say to them’ has eight verses. How are
we to deal with them? Shall two persons read three verses each?
Then two verses will be left [to the end of the paragraph], and it is
not proper to leave over less than three verses to the end of the
paragraph. Shall two read four verses each? Then seven verses
will be left altogether, [the paragraph beginning] ‘and on the
Shabbat day’ being two, and [the paragraph beginning] ‘and on
your new moons’ being five. How are we to do? Shall we read [as
one portion] two from one paragraph and one from the next?
[This is not right], since we do not read less than three verses
together at the beginning of a paragraph. Shall the reader read
two from one and three from the other? Then only two verses are
left [to the end of the second paragraph]! — He replied: On this
point I have not heard [any pronouncement], but I have learnt the
rule in a somewhat similar case, as we have learnt: ‘On Sundays,
[the ma’amad read the paragraph] "In the beginning" and "let
there be a firmament", and to this a gloss was added, "In the
beginning" is read by two and "let there be a firmament" by one’,
and we were somewhat perplexed by this. For that [the
paragraph] ‘let there be a firmament’ can be read by one we
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understand, since it has three verses, but how can ‘In the
beginning, be read by two, seeing that it has only five verses, and
it has been taught, ‘He who reads in the Torah should not read
less than three verses’? And it was stated [in answer] to this
[question] that Rav says he should repeat, and Samuel says he
should divide a verse. Rav said he should repeat. Why should he
not say ‘divide’? — He was of opinion that any verse which Moses
had not divided, we may not divide, whereas Samuel held that we
may divide. But surely, R. Chananiah the Bible teacher said, I was
in great pain in the house of R. Chanina the great, and he would
not allow me to make [additional verse] divisions save for the
school children, because they are there to be taught? — Now what
was the reason there [why he was allowed to make divisions]?
Because it could not be avoided; here too it cannot be avoided.
Samuel said that he divides. Why did he not say that he repeats? It
is a precaution to prevent error on the part of those coming in and
going out. An objection [against both these views] was brought
from the following: ‘A section of six verses may be read by two
persons, a section of five verses must be read by one. If the first
reads three verses, the second reads the remaining two from this
section and one from the next; some, however, say that he reads
three from the next, because not less than three verses should be
read at the beginning of a section’. Now if it is as you said, then
according to the one who says he should repeat, let him repeat,
and according to the one who says he should divide, let him
divide? — It is different here, because this method is open to him.
R. Tanchum, said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: The Halacha
follows the alternative opinion mentioned. R. Tanchum also said
in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: Just as at the beginning of a
section not less than three verses should be read, so at the end of a
section not less than three verses should be left. Surely this is
obvious! Seeing that in regard to the beginning of a section where
the First Tanna is not so strict the alternative opinion is strict, is it
not certain that in regard to the verses left [at the end of the
section] where the First Tanna is strict the alternative opinion will
also be strict? — You might argue that it is usual for people to
come in [to synagogue during the reading of the law], but it is not
usual for them to go out and leave the scroll of the law while it is
being read; therefore we are told [that we do not argue thus]. But
now with regard to the First Tanna: Why does he forbid [less than
three verses] to be left [at the end of the section]? On account of
people going out of synagogue, is it not? Then with regard to the
beginning also he should take precautions on account of people
coming in? — I can answer that a person coming in enquires [how
much has been read]. Rabbah the son of Raba sent to enquire of R.
Joseph: What is the law? He sent him back word: The law is that
the verse is repeated, and it is a middle reader who repeats.
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