Foundations of Halacha 22.4 - Tents and Awnings

1. Gemara Shabbat 125b

A window shutter -...Rabbah bar bar Chanah said in the name of
Rabbi Yochanan: All agree that we may not erect [even] a
temporary structure initially on Yom Tov, and it need not be said
[that this applies] on Shabbat. They disagree only in regards to
making an addition, for Rabbi Eliezer says: We may not make an
addition on Yom Tov, and it need not be said [that this applies] on
Shabbat, and the Sages say: We may make an addition on Shabbat
and it need not be said [that this applies] on Yom Tov.
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2. Rashi

that we may not erect [even] a temporary structure - to spread a mat over
four partitions or over four posts to shade and shelter from the sun. {this applies]
specifically to a roof. However, a partition is not [considered] a tent, and it may
be spread for privacy, as we say in Eruvin 94a with the story involving Shmuel.
The window shutter [discussed] in our Mishna [is an issue] because it is a
permanent building, and [inserting the shutter] gives the appearance of adding
on to the structure.
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3. Gemara Beitzah 32b

Mishna. We may not position two barrels near each other in order
to set a pot upon them.

Gemara. Rav Nachman said: It is permitted to align the stones of
an outhouse on Yom Tov. Rabbah challenged Rav Nachman from
our Mishna, “We may not position two barrels near each other in order
to set a pot upon them.” -? - He said to him: It is different there
because he makes a tent. Rabbah Zuta asked Rav Ashi: But now,
if one builds a chair on Yom Tov, where he is not making a tent, is
this also permitted? [Rav Ashi] said to him: There, [although] the
Torah forbade [building] a permanent structure, the Torah did not
forbid building a temporary structure. The Rabbis issued a decree
concerning a temporary structure because [it might lead to
building] a permanent structure. Here, [in the case of an
outhouse], the Rabbis did not issue a decree because of his
dignity.

Rav Yehuda said: This bonfire - [to construct it] from the top
down is permitted; from the bottom up is prohibited. The same
applies to eggs; so too a pot; so too a bed; so too barrels.
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4. Gemara Shabbat 138a

Abayei collected and grouped rulings in Baraitot, and taught
them: A leather bag and a strainer, a canopy and a chair of Galin,
one should not make them [on Shabbat], and if one did make
them, he is exempt, although it is prohibited to do so. One should
not make permanent tents, and if he did make them, he is liable to
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bring a sin-offering. However, a bed, a folding chair or a folding
toilet seat - it is permitted to spread them out initially.
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5. Tosafot

All these that [the Gemara] prohibits in Beitzah - Rabbeinu Tam
says that [this applies] only to items that contain a partition down
to the ground. However, to sit a pot on a tripod on Yom Tov - it is
permitted even initially even from bottom up, to bring the tripod
first and then to place down the pot. [The same applies] to
placing the table on top of stools. The cases of eggs, a pot, barrels
and a bed - one can say that they have a partition.
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 315:3

When one sets up a bed [on Shabbat], it is forbidden to put the
legs down first and place the planks on top of them, but one
should rather prepare the planks in the air first and then [place]
the legs underneath them. This ruling applies only if the legs
consist of boards that are connected like the sides of a chest, but
the legs of our beds, and like wise legs of a table, it is permitted in
any order.
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7. Mishna Berurah::20

This ruling applies... - The reason for this is that [concerning] a temporary tent
such as this, where one’s intention in making it is not for the sake of the tent [that
is formed] beneath it, but because of some other use on top of it, and the tent is
only formed incidentally, the Sages did not prohibit unless one also makes the
partitions underneath it.

Where he spreads out a sheet or a mat to serve as a tent , for example, to
shelter from the sun or rain, or to enable one to use the space underneath in
some way, it is forbidden even without partitions, as in the case as the end of
Par. 2.
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