Foundations of Halacha 22.2 - Home Repair on Shabbat
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1. Mishna Shabbat 102b

One who builds - how much must he build to be liable? One who
builds any amount, and one who chisels a tone, strikes [the final
blow] with a hammer or with a sledge hammer, or drills any
amount is liable. This is the rule: Anyone who performs labor on
Shabbat, and his labor endures, is liable.
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2. Rashi

strikes [the final blow] with a hammer - This is also one of the main categories
of labor. It is a large hammer with which one separates the stone from the
boulder; after he has carved out the surrounding stone and separated it
somewhat from the mountain, he strikes a great blow with the hammer and [the
stone] separates and falls. This is the ompletion of the labor of those who hew
stones. Anyone who completes the labor [for an object] on Shab bat - it is a
subsidiary of “striking [the final blow] with @ hammer”.
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3. Gemara Shabbat 102b

Shmuel said: One who positions a stone [in the ground] is liable.
They challenged this [from a Baraita]: If one sets the stone and one
adds the cement. The one who adds the cement is liable. And according
to your reasoning, consider the end [of the Baraita]: Rabbi Yosi
says: Even if one lifted [a stone] and placed it on top of a row of stones,
he is liable? Rather, there are three [stages of] building: the bottom,
middle and top. The bottom needs positioning and [wedging in]
earth; the middle also needs cement; the top [is built] with mere
placement.
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4. Talmud Yerushalmi Shabbat 7:3

What construiction was there in the Sanctuary? They would place
beams on sockets. Was this not temporary? Rabbi Yosa said: Since
they would encamp and travel [only] by the Command [of
Hashem)], it was as if the construction was permanent. Rabbi Yosi
bei Rebbi Bon said: Since Hashem had promised them that they
would enter into the Land [of Israel], was [the construction] like it
was permanent? This is saying: Temporary construction is
considered construction.
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5. Shulchan Aruch OC 313:1

A window shutter, such as a board or any other article that one
uses close up a window, may be used to close up [the window on
Shabbat] veen if it is not tied, and this is not considered adding to
the structure. However, this is only so if one had in mind on Erev
Shabbat to use ti to close up [the window]. If one adapted a rod to
be used as a bolt [for the door[], there is no need for it to be tied to

NAY MYN BN NN TIIW NNV
p2AZA 1224

IRYIR,MD )N, NONN PP [N N (N)
D212 ,NONN 12 PHMOY 12T DD

NDY (2) * VP ION DN DN * 1NNDD
NI (3) * ;1220 DY PO NNT PN
7212 .32 1N00 VYN * POY NWNIY

© Congregation Kadimah Toras Moshe Brighton, MA (617) 254-1333 www.ktmshul.org Page 1




the door. Nevertheless, this resembles building to a greater extent
than [the use of] a window shutter, and therefore, it is not
sufficient to have in mind the day before, but it must be adapted
for the purpose....

Regarding a floor bolt, which is a peg that we bolt [the door] with
and insert it into the threshold underneath - it resembles
construction to an even grteater extent. Therefore, the adaptation
is not sufficient, and we may not bolt the door with it unless it is
tied.
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 313:3

Regarding the courtyard area behind the houses, which people do
not go in and out of frequently:...if the doors do not have a hinge
and did not have a hinge, one may not use them to close [the
entrance] unless they are rised above the ground.

An entrance which is used for going in and out of frequently may
even be closed with a door that never had a hinge on it and that
drags.
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