Foundations of Halacha 22.1 - Construction on Shabbat - The Underlying Principles

1. Mishna Shabbat 122b

All utensils may be taken on Shabbat and their doors with them,
even though they were detached, for they are not like the doors of
a house, [which may not be taken] because they are not prepared.
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2. Gemara Shabbat 122b

All utensils may be taken even though they were detached on
Shabbat; certainly this applies [if they were detached] during the
week. On the contrary! [If they were detached] on Shabbat, they
were prepared together with their main parts; [if they were
detached] on a weekday, they were not prepared together with
their main parts? Abayei said: This is what it means to say: All
utensils may be taken on Shabbat, and their doors with them; even
though they were detached on a weekday, they may be taken on
Shabbat.
The Rabbis taught:

The door of a carriage, of a trunk or of a closet may be

removed but not reinserted. [The door] of a chicken coop

may be neither removed nor reinserted.
It is well [understood] that the [the door] of a chicken coop [may be
neither removed nor reinserted] - he holds that since [the coops] are
attached to the ground, [the prohibition against] building applies
to [things attached to] the ground and that [the prohibition
against] demolishing applies to [things attached to] the ground.
However, regarding [the door] of a carriage, of a trunk or of a closet,
what does he hold? If he holds that [the prohibition against]
building applies to utensils, [the prohibition against] demolishing
should apply to utensils; and if [the prohibition against]
demolishing does not apply to utensils [the prohibition against]
building should not apply to utensils! Abayei said: Actually, he
holds that [the prohibition against] building applies to utensils
and that [the prohibition against] demolishing [also] applies to
utensils, and he means to say “if they were removed [one may not
reinsert them.]
Rava said to him: There are two rebuttals to this matter: One, the
Baraita says, “may be removed”, and furthermore, what is the
meaning of “but not reinserted”?  Rather, Rava said: [the
prohibition against] building does not apply to utensils and [the
prohibition against] demolishing does not apply to utensils.
Rather, it is a decree lest one will wedge them in.
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3. Mishna Shabbat 146a

A person may break open a cask in order to eat dried figs from it,
provided that he does not intend to make a vessel.
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4. Gemara Shabbat 48a

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: One who opens up the neck
[of a shirt] on Shabbat is liable to bring a sin-offering.
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5. Rashi

One who opens up the neck - of a shirt for the first time is liable to bring a sin-
offering, for he is presently making [the shirt] into a utensil, and is liable for [the
prohibition] of “striking the [final] hammer blow”, which means completing the
work [on an object.].
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6. Mishna Shabbat 125b

A window shutter - Rabbi Eliezer says: When it is tied [to the
building] and suspended [when not in use], we may shutter with
it [on Shabbat]; if not, we may not shutter with it. The Sages say:
In either case we may shutter with it.
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7. Gemara Shabbat 125b

A window shutter -...Rabbah bar bar Chanah said in the name of
Rabbi Yochanan: All agree that we may not erect [even] a
temporary structure initially on Yom Tov, and it need not be said
[that this applies] on Shabbat. They disagree only in regards to
making an addition, for Rabbi Eliezer says: We may not make an
addition on Yom Tov, and it need not be said [that this applies] on
Shabbat, and the Sages say: We may make an addition on Shabbat
and it need not be said [that this applies] on Yom Tov. The Sages
say: In either case we may shutter with it. What is the meaning
of “In either case”? Rabbi Abba said in the name of Rav Kahana:
whether it is tied or it is not tied, provided that is has been
prepared.
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8. Rashi

that we may not erect [even] a temporary structure - to spread a mat over
four partitions or over four posts to shade and shelter from the sun. {this applies]
specifically to a roof. However, a partition is not [considered] a tent, and it may
be spread for privacy, as we say in Eruvin 94a with the story involving Shmuel.
The window shutter [discussed] in our Mishna [is an issue] because it is a
permanent building, and [inserting the shutter] gives the appearance of adding
on to the structure.
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