Foundations of Halacha 21.3 - Flash of Inspiration - Berachot on Natural Events

1. Mishna Berachot 54a

Upon [seeing] zikin {comets - Rambam}, earthquakes, thunder.
Winds or lightning, one recites: Blessed...Whose strength and might
fill the world. Upon [seeing] mountains, hills, seas, rivers or
deserts, one says: Blessed...Maker of Creation.
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2. Gemara Berachot 59a

Upon [seeing] mountains, hills...Are all of these that we have
mentioned until now not considered the work of Creation?! But it
is written, “He makes lightning bolts for the rain” (Yirmiyahu 10:12)!
Abayei said: Wrap [the statements] and teach. Rava said: There,
one recites both blessings - Blessed...Whose strength and might fill
the world and Who performs the work of Creation; here, there is [cause
to say] Who performs the work of Creation, but there is no [cause to
say] Whose strength and might fill the world.
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3. Tosafot Berachot 59a

Rava said: There, one recites both blessings - Blessed...Whose
strength and might fill the world and Who performs the work of
Creation - meaning, he may say this one or that one, whichever he
desires Rav Alfas explains it in this way as well.
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4. Talmud Yerushalmi Berachot 9:2

{Regarding the requirement to recite the blessing] on lightning:
Rabbi Yirmiyah and Rabbi Zeira say in the name of Rav Chisdai: It
is sufficient [to recite it] one time each day. Rabbi Yosi said: [It
depends on] which case we are dealing with - If [the clouds] are
constant, it is sufficient [to recite it] one time each day; if they
break up, one must recite the blessing on each [occurrence]. Rabbi
Yosi supports his argument from the following: If one was sitting
in a store of fragrance the entire day, he only recite the blessing
[on fragrances] once; however, if he was constantly coming and
going, he must recite the blessing on each time [he enters]...If he
was sitting in a lavatory or in the toilet-room, if he is able to go out
and make the blessing within [the time] that it takes one to speak,
he should go out; if not, he need not go out.

On winds, what does one recite? Blessed... Whose strength fills the
world. This was taught in a case when they are blowing fiercely,
but when they are blowing gently, one recites Blessed... Maker of
Creation.
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5. Shitah Mekubetzet

Upon thunder, winds or lightning, one recites: Blessed...Whose
strength and might fill the world. It is stated in Yerushalmi: If [the
clouds] are constant, it is sufficient [to recite it] one time each day; if
they break up, one must recite the blessing on each [occurrence], and it
derives this from [the law by] a store of fragrance.

If you will ask: Regarding one who sees the Great Sea, we require
a break of thirty days [before he is obligated to recite a new
blessing]? Over there, [the same vision] that he sees the first time,
he is seeing now. However, in this case, it is a new thing, and
each one requires a blessing on its own.

If you will ask: In the case of the store of fragrance, it is the same
[fragrance] that he smelled the first time; yet he recites the
blessing again! Over there, it is on his benefit which is renewed
now that he is reciting the blessing.

If [the clouds] are constant means that the clouds have not scattered;
if they break up means that they have dissipated in between [the
first storm and this one]. (Rosh)
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6. Shulchan Aruch OC 227

X. Upon [seeing] meteors - which are kinds of stars that
shoot like an arrow across the length of the heavens from
place to place and whose light stretches out like a rod, on
earthquakes, lightning, thunder or winds that blow
angrily - one should say: Blessed are Your, Lord our G-d,
King of the World, Who performs the work of Creation. If he
wishes, he may say Blessed are Your, Lord our G-d, King of
the World, Whose strength and might fill the world.

3. Aslong as the clouds have not dispersed, his obligation is
discharged with [the] one blessing [he has already made.]
If they dispersed between one flash of lightning and the
other or between one crash of thunder and the other, he
must make the blessing again.

A If one was sitting in the lavatory and hears the sound of
thunder or sees lightning: if he is able to go out and make
the blessing within [the time] that it takes one to speak, he
should go out; if not, he need not go out.
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