Foundations of Halacha 21.1 — Shehechiyanu on New Items

1. Gemara Eruvin 40b

Rabbah said: When we were in the Yeshiva of Rav Huna, we
inquired: What is the law [concerning] reciting [the blessing of]
the season (Shehechiyanu) on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?
Since they occur from time to time, do we recite it; or perhaps,
since they are not called “pilgrimages”, we do not recite it? [The
answer] was not in his hand. When I came to the Yeshiva of Rav
Yehuda, he said, “I recite [Shehechiyanu] even on new squash.”
[Rabbah] said to him, “I do not inquire whether there is a right [to
recite the blessing]; what I inquire is whether there is an
obligation.”
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2. Shulchan Aruch OC 225:3

If one sees a new fruit that reappears from year to year, () he
should make the blessing Shehechiyanu. [This applies] even if one
sees it in his friend’s hand or on a tree. [However,] it is customary
not to make the blessing until the time when one eats it. Rema If
one made the blessing when he saw it, he will not have lost. One should
not recite the blessing until the completion of the fruit’s full
development. If one did not make the blessing the first time he saw it, he
can make the blessing the second time he sees it.
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3. Mishna Berurah

(9) he should make the blessing Shehechiyanu. - This is merely optional and
if one does not make the blessing he will not be punished. Nevertheless, it is
proper to take care that he does not fail [to say] it.
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4. Aruch Hashulchan OC 225:5

The general custom is to first recite the blessing on the fruit and
afterwards Shehechiyanu, and so I saw great authorities who wrote
to do so because of the principle that “When there is a frequently
performed Mitzvah and an infrequent one, the frequent one comes first.”,
and further reasons. In my humble opinion, it appears that one
should first recite the blessing of Shehechiyanu. The principle of “A
frequent Mitzvah” is not applicable here, for the principle of “A
frequent Mitzvah” only applies when the obligation for both come
at once. In this case, however, the [obligation] for the blessing of
Shehechiyanu takes hold first. This is because the blessing of
Shehechiyanu is mainly on the seeing, not on the eating, albeit that
our practice is to recite that blessing at the time of eating; while
that blessing on the fruit is specifically at the time of eating. Also,
with any blessings over consumption, there must not be an
interruption between the blessing and the consumption; therefore,
one should recite the blessing of Shehechiyanu first, and so is my
practice.
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5. Shulchan Aruch OC 225:6

1. {Over] a fruit that does not reappear from year to year, one
should not make the blessing Shehechiyanu, even though many
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years have passed since he last ate it. Rema If a fruit reappears twice
a year, one should make the blessing Shehechiyanu over it. However,
when a fruit does not grow in a definite season, one should not make the
[Shehechiyanu] blessing over it. The reason why one does not make the
blessing Shehechiyanu over a new green vegetable is because it is
present in the ground the whole year round.
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6. Magen Avraham

that does not reappear - i.e. articles that do not grow from the ground, such as
birds or fish. One does not make the blessing [Shehechiyanu], for although he
has not eaten them for many days, others have eaten them.
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7. Shulchan Aruch OC 225:4-5

7. If one made the blessing over cerezas, [then] when he eats gindas,
he should make the Shehechiyanu blessing again. Rema These are
two kinds of cherry, such as vaynkshil (sour cherries) and kirshin
(sweet cherries), [and so in] all similar cases.

1. If one made the blessing Shehechiyanu over grapes, [then] when
he drinks wine from the new [grapes], he should not make this
blessing again.
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8. Shulchan Aruch OC 223:3-5

2. If one built (Or purchased - M.B.) a new house or purchased a
new article for use, even if he possessed the same article as this at
the outset or acquired the same article as this previously and
purchased it again now, he must make the blessing Shehechiyanu
every time. {This applies] not only when one acquires a new
article, but also when one acquires a used article that is new for
him. The only reason [the Sages] spoke of a “new” article was to
rule out [an article] that one had sold and re-acquired.

7. One should make the blessing (1) at the time of purchase, even
though he did not yet make use of [the article], since the blessing
is [said] on the rejoicing of the heart, which is the joy of
acquisition. When one puts on a new article of clothing, he should
make the blessing (T") Malbish Arumim.

7. If one bought an article of use which will be used by him and
the members of his household, he should make the blessing Hatov
V'hameitiv.
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9. Mishna Berurah

(1") at the time of purchase - {This applies] only if one acquired a
garment that is fit to be worn immediately. However, if one bought
something that is not fit to be worn or used as it is, but must be given
to a craftsman to be made ready, he should not make the blessing
Shehechiyanu until the time when he puts on the garment or uses the
utensil.

(n*) Malbish Arumim - i.e. before he recites Shehechiyanu. However, if
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one puts on the [new] garment in the morning, he can fulfill [this JIMTINW 0TIR 1770 - T'N1ID WhaPn (M)
obligation] by means of the blessing Malbish Arumim that he makes NIRX? 212" I INW 7220 0217 OKX 1R
among the morning blessings. MW N21722 772N T"'N11D W'a?n N31212
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