Foundations of Halacha 20.3 — Treating the Name with Holiness

1. Gemara Shabbat 10a

Rav Adda bar Ahava said: A person may recite his prayer inside a
bathhouse. They brought a conflicting source:
One who enters a bathhouse - In an area where people stand clothed,
Kriat Shema and Tefilah are permitted, and needless to say, greeting
“Shalom”; and one may don Tefillin, and, needless to say, he does not
have to remove them. The area where people stand either naked or
clothed, - Greeting “Shalom” is allowed there, but Kriat Shema and
prayer are not allowed there. One does not have to remove his Tefillin,
but one should not don them there in the first place. The area in which
people stand naked - Greeting “Shalom is not allowed there, and,
needless to say, Kriat Shema and prayer are prohibited there. One
must remove his Tefillin, and, needless to say, he may not don them
there.
When Rav Adda bar Ahava stated his ruling, it was in reference to
a bathhouse in which no one was present. But Rabbi Yose bar
Chanina said, “The bathhouse of which [the Sages] spoke is even if no
one is in it; the lavatory of which [the Sages] spoke is even if no
excrement is in it”? Rather, when Rav Adda bar Ahava stated his
ruling, it was in reference to a new bathhouse.
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2. Shulchan Aruch OC Hilchot Kriat Shema 84:1

In a new bathhouse, where people have not yet bathed, it is
permitted to recite [Kriat Shema]. As for a bathhouse which has
been used: In the outer room, where all those standing there are
dressed, it is permitted; in the middle room where some stand
dressed and some naked, greeting “Shalom” is permitted, (T) but
not Kriat Shema or Tefilah, Rema and it is permitted to think words of
Torah there; in the inner room, where [most] everybody stands
naked, it is even forbidden to greet “Shalom”. (It is forbidden to
respond Amen in a bathhouse.)
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3. Mishna Berurah

(T) but not Kriat Shema or Tefilah - likewise, it is forbidden to recite any
blessings or words of Torah there. Itis implied by the words of the Taz that once
it is after the event and one made a blessing there he should not repeat the
blessing. Likewise, regarding Kriat Shema, he need not read it again. This even
[applies] if there was a naked person present then in the middle room, provided
he was not standing opposite him when he read it or if he turned his face and
body away from him, for if this was not the case, he would have to read it again
for the reason that he read it opposite private parts. Regarding an immersion
room, the Taz concludes that its ruling entirely corresponds with that of the
middle room of a bathhouse, and one should not make any blessing there. Only
the blessing over immersion may be made there; since it is essential, it is
comparable to [a case where it is] after the event. All this is dependent on the
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person who makes the blessing not being naked. He must also avoid standing
opposite naked people when he recites the blessing; in that case, it would be
prohibited because of [exposure to] private parts. Alternatively, he may turn his
face and body away from them. All this applies as well to a woman when she
makes the blessing in the immersion room. The Pri Megadim writes that it is
preferable for her to make the blessing [when she is] in the water.
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC Hilchot Kriat Shema 85:2

Even to think words of Torah is prohibited in a lavatory, a
bathhouse or a filthy place, i.e. a place where there is excrement or
urine. Rema In a bathhouse, it is even forbidden to study the laws
relevant to a bathhouse._ It is permitted to talk secular matters there
in the Holy Language. Likewise, the descriptive terms [for
Hashem], such as Rachum {Merciful}, (') Ne'eman {Faithful}, etc.,
are permitted to be said there. However, it is forbidden to
mention those Names which may not be erased. [However,] if
one has the opportunity to restrain someone from doing
something prohibited, he may restrain him even by using the
Holy Language and by [saying] holy matters.
circumstances where it is permitted to think words of Torah, it is also
permitted to render a Halachic ruling, provided one does not give the
reasoning for the matter.
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5. Mishna Berurah

(*) Ne’eman - The Ra’avad forbids saying Rachum in there. The Bach writes
that one should be stringent [about this] and the Pri Chadash rules likewise.
However, it is permitted according to all [to say it] in a foreign language [here]
since it is not reserved exclusively for the Holy One, Blessed be He. This is not
so in the case of other words of Torah, and certainly for the Names that cannot
be erased; those may not be said there even in a foreign language. For
example, Gat in German or Boga in Russian, or the such. Even though it may be
erased, there is disrespect involved if one mentions it in a filthy place, just as in
the case of “Shalom”; it is also permitted to be erased; nevertheless, since
Hashem is called by it, even though it is not reserved exclusively for Him, it may
not be mentioned [in these places] when one has the matter of peace in mind.
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