Foundations of Halacha 20.2 - What is Considered “In Vain”?

1. Gemara Berachot 33b

Shmuel inquired of Rav: What is the law regarding answering
Amen after [the blessings recited by] school children? He said to
him: We respond Amen after [the blessings recited by] everyone
except for [those of] school children, since they are recited only for
training. [However,] this pertains to when they are not 3]7°¥2
11°°007N, but 1WON 77°Y], we do answer Amen [to their
blessings].

Rashi 111719491 1T'D2 22X - when they recite the Haftarah, and
they recite a blessing on the Torah and on the Navi - we respond
Amen after their blessings.
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117091 17'D2 - Meaning, when they bless to carry out their
obligation to bless when they eat, even though the blessing is only
for the sake of practice, for it is nevertheless the practice of a
Mitzvah.
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2. Shulchan Aruch OC Hilchot Birkat Hapeirot 215:2-3

3. If one heard a Jew make any of the blessings, even if one did not
hear the entire [blessing] from beginning to end, and even though
one has no need [to make] that blessing, he is obligated to respond
Amen to it. However, if the person who said the blessing is a
heretic, a Cuthean or a child, or if he deviated from the formula
for the blessings [that the Sages prescribed], one should not
respond Amen. Rema One should respond Amen to the blessing of a
non-Jew if one heard him utter the entire blessing.

a. This [ruling] that one should not respond Amen to [the blessing
of]a child only [applies] in an instance when he is learning [how to
say] the blessing from his teacher - for it is permitted to teach the
blessings to children in their proper form, despite [the fact] that
they make the blessings futilely when they learn them - However,
when children make blessings to fulfill their obligation, one
should respond Amen, if they [are of an age when] they must be
educated. This [applies] likewise when they say the Haftarah in
the synagogue.
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3. Magen Avraham OC 215::5

for it is permitted to teach the blessings [to children] - However,
an adult who is learning the blessings in the Gemara should recite
them without mentioning the Name.
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1, Aruch Hashulchan OC215:2

...We do not respond Amen to a child while he is learning the
blessings, for it is permitted to teach the blessings to children in
their proper form, despite [the fact] that they make the blessings
futilely when they learn them. However, an adult, as he is
learning should not utter the Name explicitly, but should say,
“Hashem”, and likewise should say “Elokeinu”. Similarly, those
who sermonize in public and quote a verse which contains Names
should not utter the name, but should say “Hashem”; even
though there are those who permit this, it is proper to distance
oneself from this, and so is our common practice...
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5. Gemara Taanit 27b

On the first day, they read [the paragraphs of] “In the beginning” and
“Let there be a firmament” It was taught: “In the beginning” is read
with two [aliyot]; “Let there be a firmament” with one. It is well
understood that “Let there be a firmament” [is read] with one - there
are three verses. However, “In the beginning” is read with two
[aliyot] - there are five verses, and it was taught in a Baraita, “One
who reads from the Torah should not read less than three verses”? Rav
says: he repeats [the third verse]. Shmuel says: he divides [the
third verse]. Rav, who says he repeats [the third verse] - why does
he not say he divides [the third verse]? He holds: Any verse that
Moshe did not divide, we may not divide it. Shmuel holds: we
may divide it. Indeed may we divide it? Behold Rabbi Chanina
the Reader said: I pained myself greatly in discussion with Rabbi
Chanina the Great, and he only permitted me to divide the verses for the
school children, since they are there to be taught.? Shmuel responds:
What is the reason over there - for it is not possible [to do
otherwise]; over here as well - it is not possible [to do otherwise].
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