Foundations of Halacha 20.1 - Which Names are Holy?

1. Parshat Ekev :20

[It is] Hashem your G-d you shall fear, Him you shall serve, to
Him you shall cleave and in His Name you shall swear.
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2. Sefer Shaarei Teshuva - Rabbeinu Yonah — Chapter 3

There among the positive commandments regarding which the
general populace are not conscientious such as the mention of the
Name of Heaven in vain, as it states, “Hashem your G-d you shall
fear”, and our Rabbis of blessed memory said: With this, we have
been instructed not to mention the Name of Heaven in vain.
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3. Parshat Ki Tavo

If you will not be careful to perform all the words of this Torah
that are written in this Book, to fear this honored and awesome
name: Hashem, your G-d.
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4. Rambam Hilchot Shavuot 12

It is not only an oath in vain that is prohibited; rather, it is
prohibited even to utter one of the select Names in vain, even
though one does not swear. The Torah commands and states, “fo
fear this honored and awesome name”. Under the category of fearing
[the Name] that one should not utter it in vain. Therefore, if one
had a slip of tongue and uttered a Name in vain, he should hurry
and immediately praise, glorify and beautify [Hashem’s name] so
it will not have been uttered in vain; for example, he says, “Blessed
is He forever and ever.” or “Great is He and exceedingly praiseworthy,”
and the like so it will not be in vain.
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5. Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 6:1-2

X.  Anyone who destroys one of the holy and pure Names by
which the Holy One Blessed be He is called, receives
lashes by the law of the Torah, for it says, in reference to
idolatry, “and you shall obliterate their names from that place.
You shall not do this to Hashem, your G-d.” (Parshat Re’eh
12:3-4).
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names of these seven receives lashes.
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6. Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah Chapter 6

The general attributes with which the Holy One, Blessed be He is
praised, such as Merciful, Gracious, the Great, the Mighty, and the
Awesome, the Trustworthy, Jealous and Strong, and so forth -
they are [to be treated as would be] other holy scriptures, and it is
permissible to erase them.
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7. Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 6:8

[Regarding] Holy Scriptures - all of them, and their commentaries
and elucidations — it is prohibited to burn them or to actively
destroy them. One who actively destroys them receives Makkat
Mardut {Lashes for rebellion}. This is said in reference to Holy
Scriptures that a Jew wrote in holiness. However, [if] a Jewish
heretic wrote a Torah scroll, we burn it with the Names therein,
for he does not believe in the sanctity of the Name, and did not
write it for its [holy] purpose; rather, he chooses to think that
these are like any other words. Since this is his mindset, the Name
has not been sanctified, and it is a Mitzvah to burn it so as not to
lend credence to heretics or to their actions. However, [if] a non-
Jew wrote the Name, we hide it; so too, Holy Scriptures that wore
out or that were written by a non-Jew should be hidden.
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8. Responsa Tashbetz Volume 1 Chapter 2

[The Rambam] implies that, at least by Rabbinic law it is
forbidden to destroy Holy Scriptures even if they do not contain
Names.
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9. Rambam Hilchot Shavuot 2:2

Whether one has sworn, or another has adjured him in the Select
Name, or in one of the substitutes — for example, he swore by He
whose name is Merciful, He whose name is Gracious, He whose name is
Slow to Anger, and such, in any language, this is a full oath.
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10. Shulchan Aruch OC Hilchot Birkat Hapeirot 215: 4
Whoever says an unnecessary blessing takes the Divine Name in
vain and is comparable to one who swears in vain; it is forbidden
to respond Amen [to such a blessing].
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