Foundations of Halacha 19.1 - Home Alone - The Source of the Prohibition of Yichud

1. Mishna Kiddushin 80b

Mishna. A man may not be secluded with two women, but one
woman may be secluded with two men. Rabbi Shimon says: Even
one man may be secluded with two women when his wife is with
him, and he may sleep in the same inn as they, because his wife
watches him.

A man may be secluded with his mother or daughter, and may
sleep with them with bodily contact. Once they have grown up,
she must sleep in her clothes and he must sleep in his clothes.
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2. Devarim 13:7

If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your
daughter, or the wife of your bosom, or your friend who is like
your own soul shall instigate you secretly, saying, “Let us go and
worship the gods of others” - that you did not know, you or your
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3. Gemara Kiddushin 80b a:5 WD

From where is this [derived]? Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of N owWwn TRIaAL Q'R PN YT RID

Rabbi Yishmael: Where is there an allusion in the Torah to the
prohibition of Yichud? For it is stated, “If your brother, the son of
your mother, shall instigate you” - Now, is it only the son of a
mother who instigates, whereas the son of one’s father would not
instigate? Rather, to tell you that a son may seclude himself with
his mother, but it is forbidden to seclude oneself with any ervah
mentioned in the Torah.

In regards to what is the plain meaning of the verse written?
Abayei said: It is [in the form of] “One not need mention...”: One
not need mention the son of one’s father, who hates him and gives
him bad advice, but even the son of one’s mother, who does not
hate him - you night say to listen to him - this teaches us [that this
is not the case].
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4. Rambam Hilchot Isurei Bi’ah 22

The prohibition of seclusion with arayot is from the [Sinaitic]
tradition.
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5. Gemara Avodah Zara 36b

Seclusion with a Jewess is prohibited by Biblical law - as Rabbi
Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak,
“Where is there an allusion in the Torah to the prohibition of Yichud?
For it is stated, “If your brother, the son of your mother, shall instigate
you” - Now, is it only the son of a mother who instigates, whereas the
son of one’s father would not instigate? Rather, to tell you that a son
may seclude himself with his mother, but it is forbidden to seclude oneself

2:19 7797 7Y

' MRT IR ROPTIRT DR NaT TN
™ TR TN PTXIT 12 W anwn A
N0 93 30 0T+ MRIW 29773 TN
1K 2K 72,0701 OX 72 791 ,TOR 12 AR
MR PRI LMK QY 7NN 12 ,89R 2000n
T 17Mnaw vy 95 ay  Tmmn

© Congregation Kadimah Toras Moshe Brighton, MA (617) 254-1333 www.ktmshul.org Page 1




with any ervah mentioned in the Torah.” The Biblical prohibition
[pertains to an ervah such as] the wife of another man; David came
and decreed even regarding seclusion with an unmarried woman;
the disciples from Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel came and decreed
even against seclusion with an idolatress.
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6. Gemara Kiddushin 81b

“A man may be secluded with his mother...” Rav Yehuda said in the
name of Rav Assi: A man may be secluded with his sister, and he
may dwell with his mother or daughter.
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7. Rashi

may be secluded with his sister - at intervals, but he may not constantly dwell
with her in seclusion in the same house.

and he may dwell with his mother or daughter - for his evil inclination is not
strong regarding them...
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