Foundations of Halacha 18.7 - Hitting the Right Spot [for a Mezuzah]

1. Gemara Menachot 33a

And Rav Yehuda said in the name of Shmuel: With regard to [the
placement of a] Mezuzah, follow the indication of the pivot. What
is the “indication of the pivot”? Rav Adda said: The socket. What
is the case? For example, an entrance that is between two houses -
between the men’s house and the women’s house.

The Reish Galuta built a house. He said to Rav Nachman, “Affix
Mezuzot for me.” Rav Nachman said, “Put up the doorposts
first.”

N:3D nIman

790 ATIAD SHRINY AR T 27 R
29 AR 77X 727 ORN .Y 1297 NN
1°27 RIN°D NAD 2917 °2°7 .RNPAR (XIX
SW1°2%°923°2 12 ,°N2 07N

J7An3 297 799 R L,RN2 K12 XML WO
RWI2 W7 90 (a0 "R RO Y vap

2. Shulchan Aruch YD 289:3

One who divides his house into two, and in each portion, there is
a door which opens into the public domain, and in the partition
that divides them there is an opening from either side, in the place
that he makes the hole in the threshold in which the hinge of the
door rotates and the doors stand there, that is [considered] the
“house”, and on the right of the way they enter it, we affix the
Mezuzah.

2:099 7" YV

nna phn H321,00vY I PHINY M

1 NPYINN NXMN2Y 02270 MWIY MINg
WYY DIpna (1), N nna W
THRYNI 12 2210 NYTN PRY q0AY NINN
PR’ 71721 ,1°20 RN ,MNYTh oW
DOMR DYP Y D0INIWY

3. Shulchan Aruch YD 286:15

A house, even if it has no doors, requires a Mezuzah; there is an
opinion that exempts.
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4. Shach

.. and to fulfill both opinions, one should hang the door there
immediately and [then] affix the Mezuzah. If it is impossible to
hang the door immediately, he should affix the Mezuzah without
reciting a Beracha, or recite the blessing first on a different
Mezuzah and have in mind this one as well. When he hangs the
door there, he should remove the Mezuzah, and reaffix it without
a Beracha, or recite the blessing first on a different Mezuzah and
have in mind this one as well. In this way, he fulfills all opinions.
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5. Gemara Menachot 33a

Rabbi Zeira said in the name of Rav Masna, who said in the name
of Shmuel: It is a mitzvah to place [the Mezuzah] at the beginning
of the upper third [of the doorpost]. But Rav Huna says: One
stays a tefach above the floor and stays a tefach away from the
beam - and all the rest of the doorway is fit for [affixing] the
Mezuzah.
They challenged [Shmuel] from a Baraita:
One stays a tefach above the floor and stays a tefach away
from the beam - and all the rest of the doorway is fit for
[affixing] the Mezuzah. - [those are] the words of rabbi
Yehuda. Rabbi Yosi says: “You shall bind them...you shall
write them” - just as the binding [of tefillin] is at the top, so
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too is the writing [of Mezuzah] at the top.

It is well according to Rav Huna, for he is in accordance with
Rabbi Yehuda. But according to Shmuel - in accordance with
whom does he rule? Not like Rabbi Yehuda and not like Rabbi
Yosi? Rav Huna the son of Rav Natan said: In fact, [Shmuel] is in
accordance with Rabbi Yosi, and what is the meaning of, “at the
beginning of the upper third [of the doorpost]”? - In regard to distance
it - that one should not distance it from the upper bean more than
a third.
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Rava said: It is a mitzvah to place it within the tefach closest to the
street. What is the reason? The Rabbis say: In order that he should
encounter the Mezuzah immediately. Rav Chanina from Sura
says: So that it should guard [the house].
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