Foundations of Halacha 18.5 - The Dimensions of Doorways

1. Gemara Menachot 34a

Ameimar said: This corner entrance requires a Mezuzah. Rav
Ashi said to Ameimar: But it does not have sideposts! He replied:
Here are the sideposts!

Rashi As if to say, “these ends of the walls are the sideposts themselves.”

Rav Pappa visited the house of Mar Shmuel. He saw a certain
entrance that had only one sidepost, on the left, and had a
Mezuzah affixed to it. He said to [Mar Shmuel]: [This practice is]
in accordance with whom? Rabbi Meir. Say that when did Rabbi
Meir say [his ruling] - [when the one sidepost] is on the right - on
the left, did he say?
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2. Ibid

What is [the ruling of] Rabbi Meir? As it was taught in a Baraita: A
house that has only one sidepost: Rabbi Meir requires a Mezuzah,
and the Sages exempt it. What is the reasoning of the Sages? It is
written, “On the doorposts”. What is the reasoning of Rabbi Meir?
That it was taught in a Baraita: ...Rabbi Akiva says: ...When it
says, “on the lintel and on the two doorposts”, - where the Torah does
not have to say, “two”, what does the Torah teach by saying
“two”? This establishes a principle: Wherever it is stated
“mezuzot”, it refers to only one [doorpost] until the Scripture
specifies to you “two”.
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3. Shulchan Aruch YD 287:1

A Doorway does not require a Mezuzah unless it has two
doorposts and a lintel.
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4. Shach

Unless it has two doorposts - The opinion of the Rosh and Tur is that even if it
has only one doorpost, for example, that on one side, the thickness of the wall is
beyond the doorway, if the doorpost is on the right side, it requires a Mezuzah; if
it is on the left, it is exempt. So is the opinion of Rabbeinu Yeruchum. It appears
that one should affix a Mezuzah without reciting a Beracha.

X 270 197 1070 ADT a11™ 770

W”RIT TDTI - 1D IINM ‘217 W™ I”XKX X
1122 NINKX AT R2KX 17 "R "IXT 7101

OR MNINN X207 211311 "210 TNR TXNU
PRNWN TIN OXRT 271 "INT TN ATINN
®”3 211 910 aN1717 11727 NIVT 131 1189
11272 X722 MIVAP™T NIRIN

© Congregation Kadimah Toras Moshe Brighton, MA (617) 254-1333 www.ktmshul.org Page 1




5. Gemara Eruvin 11b

A Baraita taught: “The Tzurat Hapesach [shape of a doorway] that
they referred to [consists of] a pole on one side, a pole on the other
side and a pole on top of them.” (Image 1) Do they have to touch
or do they not have to touch? Rav Nachman said: They do not
have to touch. (Image 2) Rav Sheishes said: They do have to
touch....

Rav Sheishes found Rabbah bar Shmuel, and said to him: Did
Master teach any Baraita regarding Tzurat Hapesach? He replied:
yes. We learned in a Baraita: An archway: Rabbi Meir requires a
Mezuzah, and the Sages exempt. (Image 4) They agree that if its
legs have ten [techafim - handbreadths] (Image 3), it requires a
Mezuzah.
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6. Rashi

It requires a Mezuzah. - for it has a height of ten [tefachim] with a width of four.
Even if the whole curvature is closed above, if there remains there the requisite
amount for a doorway [four tefachim], it is valid. We see that [the sides and the
top] do not need to touch, for the way that this doorway became valid was
through the lower sections, and the curved section interrupts between the upper
beam and the doorposts, and it was taught, “it requires [a Mezuzah]".
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7. Rambam Hil. Tefillin, Mezuzah, v'Sefer Torah 6:4

A house that has a doorpost on either side and a bow-like arch
over the two doorposts in place of a lintel, if the height of the
doorposts contains ten fefachim or more, it requires a Mezuzah; if
they are not ten fefachim, they are exempt because it does not have
a lintel.
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