Foundations of Halacha 18.4 - Doors, Halls and Walls

1. Gemara Yoma 11a-b

It was taught in a Baraita: “upon your gates” The identical ruling
applies to gates of houses, gates of courtyards, gates of countries
and gates of cities, a stable, [chicken] roosts, a straw shed,
storehouses for wine, or storehouses for oil - they all require a
Mezuzah.

It might have been [thought] that I should include even a gate
house, a portico or a gallery. The Torah [therefore] states, “[the
doorposts of] your house” - Just as a house is specifically for
residence, [so any structure requiring a Mezuzah must be
specifically for residence.] This excludes these which are not
specifically for residence.
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2. Gemara Menachot 33b

Abayei said: I see the exedras of the master’s {Rabbah’s} house, that
they have side posts but they do not have Mezuzot. He holds that
they are [only] made to support the roof.

They challenged Abayei with a contradictory source: A gatehouse,
an exedra, and a gallery require a Mezuzah. ? [This Baraita refers to]
an exedra which is a classroom. A classroom exedra is like a
veritable chamber? [Rather, this Baraita refers to] a Roman exedra
Rashi a Roman exedra - made out of many windows [but has a structure on all
sides].

Rachavah said in the name of Rabbi Yehuda: A harzikei house
requires two Mezuzot. What is a harzikei house? Rav Pappa the
Elder said in the name of Rav: A gatehouse that is open to the
courtyard and houses are open to the gatehouse.

Rashi A gatehouse - a small house which they make aside the gates of
courtyards, and the guard of he gate stays there.
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3. Tosafot Yoma 11a

It can be said: Here, it is speaking in terms of the Biblical
obligation; there, of the Rabbinic obligation. Alternatively: Here it
speaks of a gatehouse of an exedra or a gatehouse of a
portico...The Alfasi (Rif) answered: There, [it is discussing a case
where they open to the house.
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4. Beit Yosef YD 286:7

Rambam wrote in accordance with the words of the Rif. In terms
of the Halacha: Since the Rif and the Rambam agree to one
opinion so we adopt [this idea in practice.] However, it is correct
to be concerned for the opinion of RI and Rashi.
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5. Shulchan Aruch YD 286:7-9

1. A portico - which is a means of ascending to the upper floors - a
gatehouse and a garden are exempt [from Mezuzah]. If a house
open s into one of these, they require [a Mezuzah.] Some say that
a gatehouse requires [a Mezuzah] even if no house opens into it.

7. A gatehouse that opens into a house and a courtyard requires
two Mezuzot, one in the place that opens into the house, and one
in the place that opens into the courtyard.

v. A Gatehouse which stands between the garden and the house
requires two Mezuzot, one in the place that opens into the house,
and one in the place that opens into the garden.
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