Foundations of Halacha 18.2 - Do You Call that Living? - Which Houses Require a Mezuzah

1. Gemara Yoma 11a-b

It was taught in a Baraita: “upon your gates” The identical ruling
applies to gates of houses, gates of courtyards, gates of countries
and gates of cities, a stable, [chicken] roosts, a straw shed,
storehouses for wine, or storehouses for oil - they all require a
Mezuzah.

It might have been [thought] that I should include even a gate
house, a portico or a gallery. The Torah [therefore] states, “[the
doorposts of] your house” - Just as a house is specifically for
residence, [so any structure requiring a Mezuzah must be
specifically for residence.] This excludes these which are not
specifically for residence.

It might have been [thought] that I should include even an
outhouse, The Torah [therefore] states, “[the doorposts of] your
house” - Just as a house is made for a dignified [function], so any
structure requiring a Mezuzah must be made for a dignified
[function] This excludes these which are not made for a dignified
[function].

It might have been [thought] that I should include even the
Temple Mount, chambers and courtyards. The Torah [therefore]
states, “[the doorposts of] your house” - Just as a house is mundane,
so any structure requiring a Mezuzah must be mundane. This
excludes these which are holy.

IMRY ,0°N2 WY AR - TIWWA RIN
MR L,MIPTA WY AN L,NIRA W
NIXINY 12NN L1197 ,N977 , NNy WY
rais il 1 a ) vaJe B in kiis TSR 1217200 e hin K RO IR AM
7I70OK WW N2 [2:x°]- AR 72710 CIRY
017 N2 7,002 MY TN - N0
2127 .72 IR PRY 1R IRY - 77070
,’P071277 N°21 ,X0377 NP2 AR 71277 IR
, MY 75N - 90200 N L P o
"WYY 93 AR - 71209 MWYh N2 an N7
2120 L7200 WY PRY IR IRYY 71207
LTV MOWRM 1027 9 AR 7200 CIRY
AR - 9 RIIW D02 0,002 17 70N

JDTIR IIW 19R IRYY L9 RITW 9

2. Gemara Yoma 11b

The Rabbis taught: A synagogue, the house of a woman, and a
house owned by partners require a Mezuzah. This is obvious!
You might have said, [since the Torah says], “the doorposts of your
house” [which, being written in the masculine, implies] “and not
her house”; your house” [which, being written in the singular,
implies] “and not their houses” - the Baraita [therefore] informs us
[otherwise.] But say this is indeed so? The verse states, “In order to
prolong your days and the days of your children” - [Are we to say that]
men need life, but women do not need life? Then why do I need
[the verse to say] “your house”? For [the exposition] of Rava: Rava
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said: [The mezuzah should be affixed] the way you enter, and N2
when a man lifts his feet, he lifts the right foot first.
3. Gemara Yoma 11a N9 Ry

The Rabbis taught: “upon your gates” The identical ruling applies
to gates of houses, gates of courtyards, gates of countries and
gates of cities - they have an obligation of a Mitzvah for the
Omnipresent, for it says, “And write them on the doorposts of your
house and upon your gates.” Abayei said to Rav Safra: These gates
of Mechuza, why did the Rabbis not make a Mezuzah for them?
He said: These are made to strengthen the citadel above them. He
replied: The citadel itself should require a Mezuzah, for there is a
dwelling for the guard? Behold, it was taught in a Baraita: A
synagogue which contains living quarters for the superintendent at
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prayer-meetings - is subject to the obligation of Mezuzah. Rather, says
Abayei: [They did not make a Mezuzah] because of danger.
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4. Shulchan Aruch YD 286:1

The following are the places that require a Mezuzah: The identical
ruling applies to gates of houses, courtyards, countries or cities, a
cattle stable, [chicken] roosts, a straw shed, storehouses for wine,
or oil, house of a woman, and a house owned by partners - they
all require a Mezuzah. Rema [This ruling applies only when the house
owned by partners [is owned by] Jewish [partners]. However, a house
owned by a Jew and a gentile is exempt from Mezuzah. So too
courtyards or cities of which some of the residents are gentiles are exempt
from Mezuzah.
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5. Shulchan Aruch YD 286:23

One who rents a house from a non-Jew is obligated to affix a
Mezuzah.
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6. Shach YD 286::29

... This is informing us that we do not say, since the house belongs
to a gentile, it should be totally exempt from Mezuzah. However,
all this [applies] in a station where there is no cause of danger in
the house of the gentile; in such a situation, one is exempt from
Mezuzah.
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