Foundations of Halacha 17.4 - All Fired Up - Understanding Libun

1. Gemara Avodah Zara 75b

The Rabbis taught: If one acquires utensils from idol worshipers:
Items that were not used, he shall immerse them and they are
purified; items that were used with cold foods, such as cups,
ladles and bottles - he shall wash them off and immerse them ,
and they are purified; items whose use is with hot liquids, such as
cookers, kettles, and hot water heaters - he should expunge them
[with hot water] and immerse them and they are purified; items
whose use is by roasting, such as spits or gridirons, he shall
cleanse them [with fire] and immerse them and they are purified.
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2. Gemara Avodah Zara 76a

To what extent does one have to cleanse [with fire]? R’ Mani said: until
their outer layer has been removed.
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3. Talmud Yerushalmi Avodah Zara 5:15

The Libun must be such that sparks fly from [the vessel].
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4. Hagahot Maimoniot Hil. Maachalot Asurot 17:5

I found [written] in the name of Harav Avigdor Katz z”1 that if
one cleanses it with fire to the extent that if he would place straw
on it, sparks would fly from it, it is sufficient. If not so, a tarpa
underneath which they bake a pashtida and then cleanse it with
fire to subsequently bake pladon - if one needed to cleanse it to the
extent that sparks would fly from [the utensil itself], it would
completely disintegrate.
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5.  Shulchan Aruch OC 451:4

Utensils which are used over a fire, such as spits, gridirons and
the like require Libun. The Libun [required is to the extent that
sparks will fly from them. Rema There are those who are lenient if it
has been cleansed by fire to such an extent that straw would burn on it
from the outside. The practice is in accordance with the first opinion as
regards any article for which the ruling is that it requires Libun.
However, in the case of an article for which the ruling is that Ha’agalah
is required, except that it has cracks, or that we [require] Libun out of
acting stringently, a light degree of Libun such as this is sufficient. A
chatzuvah requires Libun.
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Supplemental Sources
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