Foundations of Halacha 17.3 - “In Hot Water” - The Principles of Ha’agalah

1. Gemara Avodah Zara 75b

The Rabbis taught: If one acquires utensils from idol worshipers:
Items that were not used, he shall immerse them and they are
purified; items that were used with cold foods, such as cups,
ladles and bottles - he shall wash them off and immerse them ,
and they are purified; items whose use is with hot liquids, such as
cauldrons, kettles, and hot water heaters - he should expunge
them [with hot water] and immerse them and they are purified;
items whose use is by roasting, such as spits or grilles, he shall
cleanse them [with fire] and immerse them and they are purified.
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2. 1bid 75b-76a

Concerning all [utensils requiring purification], If one used them before
he immersed them and [either] expunged or cleansed them - it was taught
in one Baraita, “[the food is] prohibited”; it was taught in a different
Baraita, “[the food is] permissible””! This is not difficult - this one is in
accordance with the opinion which holds that ““an infusion of taste which
is undesirable is prohibited”; this one is in accordance with the opinion
which holds that “an infusion of taste which is undesirable is
permissible”.  According to with the opinion which holds that “an
infusion of taste which is undesirable is permissible”, in what case would
the “contamination by idol worshippers” exist? Rav Chiya the son of
Rav Huna said: The Torah only prohibited [the use of] a pot that has
been used that day, from which the infusion of taste is not undesirable.
From then on, let it be permissible? There is a safeguard [prohibiting the
use] of a pot not used that day, due to [the possibility of using] a pot that
had been used that day. [How does] the other opinion [respond]? A pot
used that day also infuses an undesirable taste.

Rav Amram presented a contradiction to Rav Sheishes: It was taught in
a Mishna, “The spits and the grille - one must cleanse them with fire.” -
But it was taught in a Mishna relating to consecrated offerings, ““The spit
and the grille - one must expunge them in hot water.”! He said,
“Amram, my son! What comparison is there between consecrated
offerings and contamination by idol worshippers? Here, it has been
infused with permissible substance; there, it has been infused with
prohibited substance.
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3. Shulchan Aruch YD 121:3

The law of Ha’agalah (expunging though hot water) and Libun
(cleansing though fire) are written in the Laws of Pesach.
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4. Shulchan Aruch OC 452:1

One must be careful to do Ha’agalah before the fifth hour [of Erev
Pesach] so that he will not have to be heedful:

1. whether the utensils were used within the day or not (or whether
the water has sixty times the volume of the utensil being
expunged.);

2. likewise, about purging utensils which absorbed a little [food]
with utensils that absorbed a lot;
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3. similarly, whether one leaves the utensils inside the cauldron for
too long or does not leave them for so long;

4. Additionally, so one will not need to be careful that the water
does not stop seething.

e Rema: However, many authorities dispute this and are
of the opinion that Ha’agalah is of no avail at all if the
water is not seething. Therefore, even before the time
when [chametz] will become forbidden, one must be
careful that [the water] does not stop seething for the
entire time one is doing Ha’agalah.

5. and that he should not put the utensils in until the water is
seething;

6. and so he will not need to do Ha’agalah at the beginning and at
the end on the large cauldron in which he does Ha’agalah.

e Rema: If he did not do Ha’agalah before the time at
which Chametz is prohibited, he can do Ha’agalah up
until Pesach. At that point, a slight amount of Chametz
is prohibited and Ha’agalah will not help, for the
utensil will reabsorb. When one does Ha’agalah just
before Pesach, after the [start of] the sixth hour, he
must be careful about all the points mentioned about
which one does not need to be careful before the sixth

IONRYOINTI AN NIND TN DD
TV NOW ¥TD 191 .72 DD DNMIX RNWN

ANNNIN 02971 INN ROV (M) INDY
NoYIN PXTINY XP2DY DYPHIN D27 TR I () : 7D
YAYN 19)) DINNYI OMIN PN O (1) DI NHYIN
12702 VY IMNY NP YD NN ¥7IDY WIRINNI
<)> 1NN YT DTIP IPAN INDY W Y (NP
(O) .(v71) Dy a1 93 (N) NN IN XY
.DMN NNV TY DODON DN NOWY T
7N DND TIVN NOW T () 1)

PO NONN N ,N2 DNV ,NDYTIN
293N 919 NN JIT OTIP DO¥IN NY ONY : 7N
NI INWNI NNN IRV (D) ,NDIN TY <T> (X))
TIN 953255 9NN HAN YD) IHNY NOYIN DONN
ND OTIP DIWHINYI .(N72W NIWM ¥T) NDAN
D271 Y92 INHY PN <> 1 WY INKRD ()
WY OTIP <1> )N INDD PN PRY * DIODN

hour.
VN MOON - NY9a \ MYY VY 9NNY \ MY vY oNnp
After the start of Y2 NNOIN ¥oa NN
Pesach After the start of Before the start of
- Minute Amount | the Sixth Hour / the Sixth Hour /
Prohibited Forbidden Matter | Permitted Matter
Not used that day
Does Not Help Necessary Not necessary 119 13 199N
N Water 60 times the
Does Not Help (Igigi,sa?)’ Not necessary volume of the
) utensil
Necessa Equal level of
Does Not Help (If oy ]?)7 Not necessary absorption
Necessary Time Limit in the
(')
Does Not Help (If 17 12) Not necessary (?) pot
Necessary Kashering the pot
Does Not Help (If v 12) Not necessary first
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