Foundations of Halacha 17.2 - “To Dip or Not To Dip?”

1. Mishna Avodah Zara 75b

Mishna. One who buys utensils from idol worshipers: That
which is to be immersed, he shall immerse; to be expunged
[through boiling water], he shall expunge; to cleanse with fire, he
shall cleanse it with fire. A spit or a grille -, he shall cleanse them
with fire. A knife - he shall scrape it and it is pure.
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2. Gemara Avodah Zara 75b

Rav Nachman said in the name of Rabbah bar Abuha: Even new
utensils are [included in this teaching] - [for we see that] Old
utensils which have been cleansed [with fire] are like new, and
they nevertheless require immersion. Rav Sheishes asked, “If so,
even a pair of shears used for wool clothing also [should require
immersion]!” He responded, “[The requirement of immersion
applies only to] utensils used for food consumption, [as they
were] mentioned in that paragraph.” [Rashi For it is written, “everything
that comes into the fire...”. The only utensils usually used in fire are utensils
used for food preparation.”]

Rav Nachman said in the name of Rabbah bar Abuha: They only
taught this Halacha regarding utensils that have been acquired, as
the story took place, but not borrowed utensils.
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3. ibid.

Rav Yitzchak bar Yosef bought a vessel of ordure from an idol
worshiper. He thought to immerse it. One of the Rabbis, whose
name was R’ Yaakov, said to him, it has been explicitly stated to
be in the name of R’ Yochanan: [The requirement of immersion
applies only to] metal utensils, [as they were] mentioned in that
paragraph. Rav Ashi said, “Glass vessels [should require
immersion, for since when they break, they can be fixed, they are
similar to metal vessels. Kunia {ceramic coated with metal} - Rav
Acha and Ravina argue regarding it. One says, [it retains the
status] of its inception, and one says, [it has the status] of its final
state. The Halacha is: it has the status of its final state [and
requires immersion].
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4. Gemara Shabbatl5b

Concerning glass utensils: Why did the Rabbis decree that they
contract Tum’ah? Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Reish
Lakish: Since the source of their initial creation is sand, the Rabbis
rendered them like earthenware utensils.
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5. Gemara Avodah Zara 75b 29y T Ty

The Rabbis taught: If one acquires utensils from idol worshipers: "
Items that were not used, he shall immerse them and they are , 072210 2T 1 WAwn k= ﬂPW’?ﬂ 2N
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and they are purified; items whose use is with hot liquids, such as ]‘7’3@?31 TN - nmISYY NN raBskisis!
cookers, kettles, and hot water heaters - he should expunge them o oy 72 WANWIY 00737 (0 o
[with hot water] and immerse them and they are purified; items | ’ o~ s ’ \

whose use is by roasting, such as spits or grilles, he shall cleanse - 100 Rnm NOWPMPE AT 11A3
them [with fire] and immerse them and they are purified. Q727 ;7MNA0 1M ]b’:mm 117’37373
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