Foundations of Halacha 16.3 - When It is a Mitzvah to Wear Shatnez

1. Parshat Kedoshim 19:19

You shall observe My decrees: you shall not mate your animal
into another species, you shall not plant your field with mixed
seed; and a garment that is a mixture of combined fibers shall not
come upon you.
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2. Parshat Ki Tetzei 22:11

You shall not wear combined fibers, wool and linen together.
You shall make for yourself twisted threads on the four corners of
your garment with which you shall cover yourself.
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3. Parshat Tazria 13:47

If there shall be a Tzaraat affliction in a garment, in a woolen
garment or a linen garment...
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4, Gemara Menachot 39b

Shmuel said in the name of Levi: [Tzitzit] threads of wool fulfill the
requirement in a linen garment. The question was asked, Threads of
linen - do they suffice to fulfill the Mitzvah on a garment of wool? Is it
specifically wool Tzitzit on a linen garment that fulfills the Mitzvah - for
since the techeilet string fulfills the Mitzvah, the white strings do as well
- but linen Tzitzit on a wool garment would not; or perhaps, since it is
written, “You shall not wear combined fibers, wool and linen together.
You shall make for yourself twisted threads...”” there is no difference
between wool Tzitzit on a linen garment and linen Tzitzit on a wool
garment? Come and hear [a proof]:
Rachva said in the name of Rav Yehuda: Wool Tzitzit fulfill the
Mitzvah on a linen garment and linen Tzitzit fulfill the Mitzvah
on a wool garment. Tzitzit of wool and linen fulfill the Mitzvah
on any garment, even silk.
This differs from the opinion of Rav Nachman, for Rav Nachman said:
Garments of silk are exempt from Tzitzit. Rava brought a source
contradictory to Rav Nachman:
Garments of silk, kallach {cissaros-blossoms}, and sericum {an
inferior silk} all require Tzitzit.
They require Tzitzit by Rabbinic law. If so, I will bring a later part of
that citation:
On all of them, wool and linen Tzitzit fulfill the Mitzvah.
It comes out well if you say that the requirement is Biblical; for this
reason kilayim is permitted on these. However, if you say that the
requirement is Rabbinic, how is kilayim permitted on these?
I will render it, “Tzitzit of either wool or linen.” So it is logical, for it is
taught in a later part of that citation:
Tzitzit of these materials fulfill the Mitzvah for garments of
their own type; for garments of a different material, they do not
fulfill the Mitzvah.
It comes out well if you say that the requirement is Rabbinic; for this
reason they fulfill the Mitzvah for garments of their own type. However,
if you say that the requirement is Biblical, it is only wool and linen that
fulfill the requirement! If it were only for this, there would be no
difficulty, in accordance with the statement of Rava:
Rava asks a contradiction: It is written, ““[they shall make for
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the Tzitzit,] the corner” - the same material as the corner; and it
is written, “wool and linen””. How is this? Tzitzit of wool and
linen fulfill the Mitzvah whether on a garment their own type or
on a garment not their own type. Other species - on a garment
their own type, they fulfill the Mitzvah, on a garment not their
own type, they do not fulfill the Mitzvah.

Rav Nachman holds like the statement taught by [one of the students of]

Rabbi Yishmael’s academy:
That it was taught by [one of the students of] Rabbi Yishmael’s
academy: Inasmuch as “garments” are referred to in the Torah
without specifying [the type], and the Scripture specified to you
in one of [those places] “wool and linen”, just as over there -
wool and linen, so too in all instances - [“garments” refers to]
wool and linen.
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5. Parshat Terumah 25:4

and turquoise, purple and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair.
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6. Rashi

Techeilet wool dyed with the blood of the chilazon, and its color is green.
Argaman wool dyed with a type of dye whose name is Argaman. Sheish It is
linen.
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7. Parshat Tetzaveh 28:6

They shall make the Ephod of gold; turquoise, purple and scarlet wool,
and twisted linen, a weaver’s craft.
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