Foundations of Halacha 16.1 - Bundle Up! The Laws of Shatnez

- The Definition of “Wearing”

1. Parshat Kedoshim 19:19

You shall observe My decrees: you shall not mate your animal
into another species, you shall not plant your field with mixed
seed; and a garment that is a mixture of combined fibers shall not
come upon you.
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2. Parshat Ki Tetzei 22:11

You shall not wear combined fibers, wool and linen together.
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3. Gemara Yevamot 4b

Now, it wrote, “and a garment that is a mixture of combined fibers
shall not come upon you.” Why do I need, “You shall not wear
combined fibers”? Learn from this to make it available [for
exposition]. These are both necessary, for if the Merciful One had
written, “
Merciful One forbade any manner of placing [the garment upon
oneself] - and even garment sellers. The Merciful One [therefore]
wrote, “You shall not wear combined fibers” - only that which is
similar to wearing, in that it provides physical benefit, [is
forbidden]. And if the Merciful One had [merely] written, “You
shall not wear ...”, 1 would have said that only wearing, which
provides much benefit, is forbidden, but placing [it] upon oneself
is not [forbidden]. The Merciful One [therefore] wrote, “... shall
not come upon you.”

.. shall not come upon you”, I would have said that the
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4. Gemara Beitzah 14b-15a

Mishna. We may send garments on Yom Tov, whether sewn up
or not sewn up, even if they contain kilayim, [because] they are for
Yom Tov needs.

Gemara. It is understandable that sewn clothes [are permitted] -
they are suitable for wearing. Clothes that are not sewn, also -
they are suitable for covering oneself. However, kilayim - for what
are they suitable?
And, should you say that they are suitable for folding underneath
oneself - behold, it was taught in a Baraita:
“... shall not come upon you”; however, you may spread it
under you. But the Sages said it is prohibited to do so,
lest a [thick] thread will wrap around his flesh.
And should you say that he can place something as a separation
between [him and the garment], behold R” Shimon ben Pazi said
in the name of R* Yehoshua ben Levi in the name of the Holy
Congregation in Jerusalem:
Even if there are ten spreads, one on top of the other, and
there is kilayim beneath them, it is prohibited to sleep on
them.
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Rather, [the Mishna is discussing sending] a curtain. But Ulla
stated:
Why did [the Sages] say that a curtain is tamei? Because
the attendant warms himself with it.
Rather, [the Mishna is discussing sending] stiff materials. This is
similar to what Rav Huna the son of Rav Yehoshua said:
This hard felt of Narosh - it is permitted [to sit on].
Rav Papa said: Undershoes are not subject to [the laws of]
kilayim.
Rava said: These coin bags are not subject to [the laws of] kilayim;
[bags used for holding] seeds are subject to [the laws of] kilayim.
Rav Ashi said: both this and that are not subject to [the laws of]
kilayim, for this is not the normal manner of warming [oneself].
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5. Gemara Pesachim 40b

A garment wherein Kilayim was lost: One should not sell it to a
gentile, nor should he use it as a saddle blanket for a donkey, but
one may use it as shrouds for a corpse.
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6. Rashi Pesachim 40b

- For from there, one will not take it, for it is prohibited to derive benefit from the
clothing of the dead. Mitzvoth do not apply to a dead person (Shabbat 30a).
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7. Tosefot Pesachim 40b

nor should he use it as a saddle blanket for a donkey - R”I said
that only in the case of unfindable kilayim is it forbidden to make a
saddle blanket, lest he make it into a patch on his garment, and he
will also not be careful lest it touch his flesh. However, with
findable kilayim, it is permitted....Even though we say in Beitzah,
“Even if there are ten spreads, one on top of the other,..., it is prohibited
to sleep on them.”, perhaps a mattress, cushion and saddle blanket
are not folded over as commonly.
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