Foundations of Halacha 15.4 - Outdoor Activities on Shabbat - Playing Ball

1. Gemara Pesachim 50b - 51a

Permitted matters that others are accustomed [to treat as having] a
prohibition - you are not allowed to rule them permitted before
[these people].
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2. Shulchan Aruch OC 346

By the law of the Torah, one is liable only for removing, bringing
in, throwing or extending [an object] from a private domain to a
public domain or from a public domain to a private domain; the
Sages prohibited [transferring in the above ways] from a Carmelis
to a private or public domain, or from them to a Carmelis.
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3.  Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 14:11

If one passed or extended or threw [an object] outside of four
cubits - in a public domain, he is liable, and in a Carmelis he is
exempt. The prohibition [of carrying in a] Carmelis was instituted
by the words of the Sages [out of concern that] since it resembles a
public domain, it might be confused with a public domain.

2. Just as it is forbidden to carry in the entire area of a Carmelis, so
it is forbidden to remove [an object] from it to a private or public
domain, [as well as] to bring an object into a Carmelis from a
private or public domain. If one removed or brought in [an

object], he is exempt.
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4. Gemara Beitzah 12a

Beit Shammai say: [On Yom Tov,] We may not transfer a child,
nor a lulav, nor a Torah scroll to the public domain. Beit Hillel
permit this.
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5. Tosefot

The language of “a child to circumcise him” is not exact, for the
same ruling would apply [to carrying him] not to circumcise him,
for [carrying] for recreation is also permitted; we find also that
they play with a ball on Yom Tov in the public domain, even
though there is no benefit other than recreational.
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6. Beit Yosef OC 308

. It is written in the Agur in the name of Shibolei Haleket that it is
prohibited to play, on Shabbat and Yom Tov, with balls, for they
are not fitting to place on the mouth of a jug, since they are
repulsive since they become soiled from mud and dirt. So too, a
wooden ball cannot be carried or played with. However, Tosefot
in the first chapter of Beitzah, on this that was taught in the
Mishna, “Beit Shammai say: [On Yom Tov,] We may not transfer a
child, nor a lulav, nor a Torah scroll to the public domain. Beit Hillel
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permit this.” wrote in explanation that “The language of “a child to
circumcise him” is not exact, for the same ruling would apply [to
carrying him] not to circumcise him, for [carrying] for recreation is also
permitted; we find also that they play with a ball on Yom Tov in the
public domain, even though there is no benefit other than recreational.”
This implies that it is permissible to carry a ball on Yom Tov, and
the same ruling would apply to Shabbat, because in terms of this
matter, Shabbat and Yom Tov are equivalent.

However, in the Yerushalmi, in the last chapter of Taanit, I found,
“Why was Tur Shimon destroyed? Some say, because of promiscuity;
others say, because they played ball.”
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7.  Mishna Berurah 308::158

And some permit [ball-playing] - It is possible that their
reasoning is that since it is made for this purpose and designated
for this on a constant basis, it is not applicable to label this as
Muktzah. However, according to all, it is prohibited to play in the
public domain, and even in a Carmelis on Shabbat, for it is easy for
it to fall outside of four cubits, and one is prone to fetch it.
However, on Yom Tov, it is permissible to play even in the public
domain, according to this opinion. All this applies when one
plays not on the ground; however, when playing on the ground is
prohibited according to all because of the concern of smoothing
holes, as below Chap. 338 regarding playing with nuts.
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8. Shibbolei Ha-Leket Topic of Shabbat 121

However, whether or not this ball has the status of a utensil, it
appears that it is prohibited to play with it or carry it on Shabbat
or Yom Tov, for there is no need [fulfilled] in its being carried.
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