Foundations of Halacha 15.3 - Toys and Games on Shabbat Involving Writing

1. Gemara Shabbat 104b

Mishna. One who writes two letters in one lapse of awareness is
liable. whether he wrote with ink, with paint, with red pigment,
with gum, with ferrous sulphate or with anything [else] that
marks; on two walls forming a corner or on two tablets of a ledger
that can be read together - he is liable.

One who writes on his flesh is liable. One who scratches [letters]
on his flesh: R” Eliezer holds him liable, but the Sages exempt him.
If one wrote with beverages, with fruit juices, with dust of the
road, with scribes’ dust, or with anything [else] that is not lasting -
he is exempt.

[If one wrote] with the back of his hand, with his foot, with his
mouth or with his elbow; if one wrote one letter alongside
[existing] writing; if one intended to write a ches but wrote two
zayins; one letter on the ground and one on a beam, [two letters]
on two walls of the house or on two columns of a ledger that
cannot be read together - he is exempt.

If he wrote one letter as an abbreviation - R” Yehoshua ben Beseira
holds him liable, but the Sages exempt him.

2 TIAY 7P N7 NAW NOOK 923 TIABN

- AR 29V DPNIR CNW 28 .awn
,01MP2 ,XIP°02 ,a02 ,172 2ND .20
MW Y L,aWIN RITW 027 9021 ,0901010)
A1 7T 0PI AN 3w DY N1 29N
20 - WA BV amon .2t - T av o
21 MYOR 027 - W2 DY vlona
M2 L,PPWNA AN .1I0I1D 2OM L NROA
95231 ,0°79107 PR ,0°377 PARA MO
J7 O0R? 0D - 2%pNn WRW D27
710 DR NIR 2N ;P92 ,1°92 17302
257 MDD ,aND a3 DY andY ,anov
NORY PR NAR L3O Nw 2no1 i
W DY N7 5MD w5V and a2
2ND MWD - AT QY 7 PATI PRI OPID 9T
XPN2 12 YW 927 - PP DR NN

019 2O ,20mn

2. Shulchan Aruch OC 340:4

One should take care not to write with his finger with liquid, or in
ash, on the table However, it is permitted to outline letter-like symbols
in the air.
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3. Mishna Berurah OC 340:22:8

It is forbidden to attach silver letters to a curtain veil, etc., since
this resembles writing. It is likewise forbidden to remove then
from it, since this resembles erasing. See what Chayei Odom writes
regarding this in Section 37.
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4. Chayei Odom Hilchot Shabbat 37:6
It is forbidden to attach silver letters to a curtain veil, etc. It
appears to me that one may attach them with a needle through
only two holes, for then this is not [considered] an attachment, for
it will not stay, [but] will fall down.
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5. Rema OC 338:5
It is permissible to play [the game] with pieces known as chess, even
though one produces a sound, since one does not intend to produce
music. All this applies if one plays for mere recreation, but if one plays
for gain, it is forbidden to play, even the game called “complete or
incomplete”, since it resembles buying and selling.
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6. Chayei Odom Hilchot Shabbat 38:11
One should not play any game in which it is usual to write, even
for recreation, lest one will write. To [play] for gain, every [type
of game] is forbidden, since it resembles buying and selling.
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