Foundations of Halacha 15.1 - “Playing Around” - Toys and Games on Shabbat -

The Prohibitions Involved

1. Gemara Eruvin 104a

Ulla went to the home of Rav Menashe [on Shabbat]. A certain
man came and knocked on the door. {Ulla] said, “Who is this
man? Let his body be desecrated because he has desecrated the
Shabbat!” Rabbah said to him, “[The Rabbis] did not ban [any
sound besides] the sound of music.”

Abayei brought a conflicting source: We may siphon with a double-
tube, and we may make water drip from an “Arak” for a sick person on
Shabbat. - For a sick person, yes; for a healthy person, not! What is
the case? Is it not that he is sleeping and it is desired that he be
awakened? We learn from this that production of [any] sound is
forbidden -?- No, [the case is] that he is awake and it is desired
that he fall asleep, {and it is set up so] that it makes a sound like
the sound of bells.

[Abayei] brought another conflicting source: One who guards his
fruits from birds or his gourds from wild animals may guard them in the
usual fashion on Shabbat, provided he does not clap [his hands] nor beat
[his chest] nor stamp [his feet] in the manner that is normally performed
during the week. What is the reason [that these actions are
prohibited]? Is it not that he produces sounds, and that
production of [any] sound is forbidden? Rav Acha bar Yaakov
said, “[These actions are prohibited] as a preventive measure [lest]
he might pick up a stone.

But this that Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: [The game which]
women play with nuts is prohibited [on Shabbat]. What is the reason?
Is it not that [this game] produces sounds, and that production of
[any] sound is forbidden? No; [this game is prohibited] as a
preventive measure [lest] on might come to flatten indentations
[in the ground], for if you do not say so, this that Rav Yehuda
said, [The game which] women play with apples is prohibited [on
Shabbat] - In that case, what production of sound is there? Rather,
[this game is prohibited] as a preventive measure [lest] on might
come to flatten indentations [in the ground].
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2. Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 23:4

For any act that constitutes the completion of work, one is liable
for “makeh b’patish” [delivering the final blow of a hammer].
Therefore, one who smoothes earth at all or one who fixes a
utensil in any manner by which it is fixed is liable. Therefore, it is
forbidden to produce a sound of music on Shabbat, whether with
harps or lyres or with other things. Even to bang with a finger on
the ground, on a board or one against the other in the manner of
the singers; or to rattle a nut for a child or to play for him with a
bell so he will be quiet; all this and similar to it is forbidden as a
preventive measure lest he will fix a musical instrument.
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3. Hagahot Maimoniot

[2] However, a sound that is not musical, such as to knock on a
door and the such, is permitted, for Rava said, “[The Rabbis] did not
ban [any sound besides] the sound of music.”
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4. Beit Yosef OC 338:1

The Agur wrote , “It is forbidden to knock on a door with the device
there that is designated for producing a sound.” From the fact that he
did not write, “that is designated for producing a musical sound.”, it
is implied that even if it is designated only to knock on the door so
[the in habitants] will hear its sound and will come to open [the
door] for him, it is forbidden.

I do not understand his reasoning: If [the Agur] holds like Ulla,
even if [the device] is not designated for this purpose, it [should
be forbidden]; if he holds like Rava, even if it is designated for this
purpose, it should be permitted, since [the one knocking] does not
intend to produce music?

Perhaps one can explain that even though [the Agur] holds like
Rava, when a device is designated for producing a sound, we are
concerned that he may intend to produce music.

So it appears from the rulings of Tosefot of Eruvin (Chap. 213): A
sound that is not musical is not prohibited;, however, one should not
knock using the ring on the door.

Regarding the Halacha, since the Rif and the Rambam agree to
one opinion {that of Rava}, and many great [sages] hold like them,
and it is also implied that this is what the Rosh holds, we hold like
[the ruling of Raval].
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