Foundations of Halacha 12.7 - The Mitzvah of Challah - What is Considered Bread?

1. Parshat Shelach 15:18-20

Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: When
you arrive in the land to which I bring you, it shall be
when you eat from the bread of the Land, you shall set
aside a portion for Hashem. As of the first of your
kneading you shall set aside a loaf as a portion, like the
portion of the threshing-floor, so shall you set it aside.
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2. Rambam Hil. Bikkurim 6:2

Only the Five Species of Grain (wheat, barley, oats, spelt
and rye) are subject to Challah, as it is written, “when you
eat from the bread of the Land” and only bread made
from these [grains]. However, one who makes bread on
orez {rice} and dochan {millet} with Orez or any similar
type of legume, they are not subject to Challah at all.
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3. Gemara Menachot 70a

Mishna. Wheat, barley, oats, spelt and rye - these are
subject to Challah, and combine with one another.
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4.  Shulchan Aruch YD 324:2

The five species of grain combine together, so that if the
dough contains only five revaim made up of all five species,
they combine [to obligate the taking of Challah]. This
applies only when one mixed them as flour; however, if he
kneaded each one individually, [each one] not containing the
requisite amount, and then joins it [to a dough] of another
species they combine only in the following order:

e Wheat combines only with Oats.
Oats combine with every grain.
Barley combines with all grains except for Wheat.
Rye combines with Barley and Oats only.
Spelt combines with Barley and Oats only.

e According to Rambam, Oats, Rye and Spelt combine.
If one kneaded each species individually, and it contains the
requisite amount [to be subject to Challah], and one wants to
take from one species [to exempt] another species - We may
not take off [from one to exempt another] except for its own
Species.
For example,

e We may not take off from wheat for any other

species, nor from any other species on [wheat].
e Qats and rye - we can take off one for the other.
e Spelt and Barley - we can take off one for the other.
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5.  Shulchan Aruch YD 324:9

One who prepares dough from wheat and rice - if it has the taste
of grain, it is subject to Challah, even though it consists mostly of
rice; if not, it is exempt.
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6. Beit Yosef

One who prepares dough from wheat and rice - if it has the
taste of grain, it is subject to Challah - [The source is the]
Mishna Challah chap. 3.

This that he wrote, “even though it consists mostly of rice”, so
we say in Zevachim 78a. The Rashba writes in his rulings
regarding Challah: It is implied that they only said this [Halacha]
regarding one who prepares dough from wheat and rice, for the
[flavor] of the rice is turned after the wheat, but other species are
not turned after the rice.
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7. Shulchan Aruch YD 324:12

2°. One who had mixed up bread from which Challah was
taken with bread from which Challah was not taken - if he has
flour, he should make a dough of five revaim and combine it
with the rolls in a vessel, and take [Challah] from it for those
loaves that got mixed up. If he wants to take Challah from
[the batch of loaves] itself, he must take off a little from each
loaf...

3. Dough which does not contain the requisite amount, and
during its baking it blew up and grew until it appears as it if
has the requisite amount, it is [nevertheless] exempt. (The
same applies if it blew up prior to being baked.)

7. One may not prepare his dough to be less than the requisite
amount in order to exempt it from the obligation of Challah.
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