Foundations of Halacha 12.6 - The Mitzvah of Challah

1. Parshat Shelach 15:18-20

Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: When you
arrive in the land to which I bring you, it shall be when you
eat from the bread of the Land, you shall set aside a portion
for Hashem. As of the first of your kneading you shall set
aside a loaf as a portion, like the portion of the threshing-
floor, so shall you set it aside.
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2. Gemara Ketubot 25a

It was taught in a Baraita: “When you arrive in the land” I
might have thought [this means] “from when two or three
spies enter the land”. The Torah teaches us with the word
0oR112 - “with the arrival of all of you, not with the arrival of
part of you.” When Ezra brought them up [from Babylon],
not all left. From here we see that Challah nowadays is
Rabbinically mandated.
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3.  Shulchan Aruch YD 331:2

Nowadays, even in the places of which the ascendants from
Babylon took hold, and even [in those reclaimed] in the days
of Ezra, there is no Biblical obligation of Terumot and
Maasrot, for it says, “When you arrive”, which implies
“With the arrival of all of you” - not the arrival of some of
them, as occurred in the days of Ezra. Rema Some argue,
and they believe that nowadays, inn Eretz Yisrael, they are
Biblically obligated in Terumot and Ma’asrot. However,
people do not practice accordingly.
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4. Shach

there is no Biblical obligation of Terumot and Maasrot - and, in any
place where the Rambam and the Author [of Shulchan Aruch] refer to a
Biblical obligation, that is at a time that the Israelites were all on their
Land, not nowadays.

Some argue - Their reasoning is that this reason of “With the arrival of all
of you” is applicable only to Challah, but, regarding Terumot and
Ma’asrot, we do not require that all [the nation of] Israel be on [the Land
of Israel].
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5. Gemara Eruvin 81a

It was taught in a Mishna: The requisite proportion [to take off]
as Challah is 1 out of 24. One who prepares a dough for himself
or for his son’s wedding — [takes off]1/24. A baker who is
preparing the dough to sell [the bread] in the marketplace, and so
too a woman who prepared the dough to sell [the bread] in the
marketplace — [take off] 1/48.
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6. Shulchan Aruch YD 322

There is a positive commandment to take off a gift from the
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dough and give it to a Kohen, as it says, “As of the first of
your kneading you shall set aside a loaf as a portion.” This “first”
does not have a set amount mandated by the Torah; even if
one took off the volume of a barley grain, he has exempted
the [entire] dough. One who declares his entire dough
Challah has done nothing; rather, he must leave over some.
By the words of the Soferim {rabbinic decree}, we separate
1/24 of the dough. A baker who is preparing the dough to
sell [the bread] in the marketplace, takes off 1/48. If the
dough had become impure due to carelessness or by
accident, even a homeowner takes off 1/48.
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7. RemaYD 322

Some say that since Challah is not eaten nowadays in Israel, even
in other places, we need only to separate one “Challah” and burn
it. So is the widespread custom in these countries, that we only
separate one “Challah’ of no requisite proportion...However, our
custom is to take an olive’s bulk.

Some say that when we burn the Challah, we must make a
separate fire for it, for an Israelite is forbidden to benefit from
[Challah]. It is our custom to throw it into the oven prior to
baking the bread.
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8.  Shulchan Aruch YD 324

Dough is not subject to Challah unless it is of one of the Five
Species of Grain. It is only subject to Challah if it consists of
five revaim. A measure that holds 43 eggs can be filled with
flour, and [dough made from] that flour is of the requisite
is subject to Challah. When they fill the
measure, it should be even on top, not heaped.
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From an article by Rabbi Dovid Heber, Star-K Kashrus Administrator

Min haTorah, the amount of flour one must knead to be obligated in hafrashas Challah is an “asiris ha’aifa.” This is
equivalent to the volume of 43'/5 eggs.® The exact volume of an “egg” is questionable due to various factors,
including the possible “downsizing” of the eggs used today in comparison with those used in Talmudic times.
L’halacha, one should be mafrish Challah when kneading 2.6 Ibs. of flour, which on average is equivalent to 8%/,
cups of flour.2 However, a bracha is not recited for this amount. If one kneads a smaller amount of flour, one is not

mafrish Challah.”

There are two customs as to the amount that must be kneaded to require a bracha. Some individuals recite a
bracha when kneading 3.675 Ibs. or more of flour (on average, 12/, cups).2 Many only recite a bracha when
kneading 4.95 Ibs. of flour (i.e. almost the entire contents of a 5 Ib. bag of flour — on average, 16"/, cups of flour).?

Individuals should follow their family custom.
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