Foundations of Halacha 12.5 - Pretzels and Matzo - Modern-Day Responsa

Responsa Chelkat Yaakov OC Chap. 48

The question was posed: Dough that was cooked and then baked, such as
pretzels, what is the law regarding the appropriate beracha? - These
pretzels are made from dough into extremely thin rods, their thickness
like that of straw - or, at most the width of the little finger - and
somewhat long. They are hard, rather than soft like bread, and certainly
it is not customary to establish a meal around them. Here, the custom
has developed to recite on them the blessing of “Borei Minei Mezonot”
and the “One-Blessing Abridgement of Three” {“Al Hamichya”}, as is
the law regarding Pas Haba'ah B’kisnin. The Honorable writer has
doubts about this.

1) In my humble opinion, it is obvious that these pretzels are in the
category explained by the third opinion in OC 168:7, “dry ke’evim,
which are chewed; they are what are called “biscuits”, which is
considered Pas Haba’ah B kisnin.

In the glosses of Levu ’sh on the words of the Taz “which are chewed”
And the, through their being kneaded and baked, become dry to the
extent that they harden, and this is not called eating, but chewing,
and this is not normally eaten in great quantities. Therefore, it is not
subject to the laws pertaining to bread.

2)Therefore, regarding the question of these pretzels, which are made

into extremely thin rods, their thickness like that of straw - or, at most

the width of the little finger - and somewhat long, and are eaten only as

a snack, their status is that of Pas Haba’ah B kisnin, and their blessing

is “Borei Minei Mezonot”, and there is no reason to cast aspersions on

the custom.
This cannot be compared at all to this that the Honorable writer brings
from Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 48:6:

S0 too, a bagel or a “pletzel” and the such, which they cook in water

and then bake in the oven, is proper bread, and one recites

“Hamotzi”.
In that case, it is common to establish a meal around them. | remember
in Poland that they used to eat these “pletzel”s and bagels for breakfast
with butter, instead of bread. They have the form of bread, albeit that
they were boiled first. This is the law in Par. 14: [Dough that was]
boiled and then baked is considered proper bread. However, in our
case, where it is apparent that it is made only for snacking, and they are
thin like straw or the little finger, and it is difficult to eat them, rather,
one chews them for a snack , their status is that of Pas Haba 'ah B kisnin.
Since it has been explained in Taz sub. 6 that “Borei Minei Mezonot”
discharges one’s obligation for all [grain products], even bread — only
that, due to the importance of bread [the Sages] established for it
“Hamotzi” and “Three Blessings {“Birkat Hamazon”}. In Shulchan
Aruch Harav, it is explained that that the “One-Blessing Abridgement of
Three” {“Al Hamichya”} is also suitable post-facto even for bread.
Therefore, in order to be stringent and not say “Hamotzi” and “Three
Blessings” {“Birkat Hamazon”} in vain, one should recite the blessing of
“Borei Minei Mezonot” and “One-Blessing Abridgement of Three”.

3)If one ate these pretzels during the meal, it would likewise appear that

their status is as explained in Magen Avraham sub. 22 regarding thin

cakes, dry ke ’evin and types of sweets, that the [blessing on] the bread
does not exempt them [from an additional blessing]. However, Dagul

Mer vavah as well as other authorities express doubt regarding this, and

say that regarding all these where there is a dispute whether they are

considered Pas Haba’ah B’kisnin, and we exempt them from “Three

Blessings {“Birkat Hamazon”} due to an uncertainty regarding a

rabbinic law, during the meal the converse is true, and [since it is] a
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case of uncertainty, we should be lenient and view it as if it is not Pas
Haba’ah B’kisnin. Consequently, it is completely exempt from a
blessing, since [we view it as] regular bread.

4)1 saw in Maharsham Part Il Chap. 12, who cited in the name of Gan
Hamelech chap. 42 that according to the Halacha in OC Chap. 168 that
thin wafers are considered Pas Haba'ah B’kisnin, one should recite on
Matzo. However, since they are the main staple of the eating on
Pesach, their importance establishes them [as bread], and their status is
like that of proper bread....However, according to what we have
clarified above, that in the case of lachmaniyot {cakes of bread}, that
the law of those that are [prepared from a] stiff mixture applies even in
a case where they are very thin...in the case of Matzos, which are
prepared from a stiff mixture, even though they are thin, their law is
“Hamotzi”. So is the practice of the people.

From the Besamim Rosh, (who says that thin breads cannot be
considered Pas) there is no proof, as is evident in his own language, that
he is discussing breads that people do not eat as “bread to satiate”, but
rather on occasion, as special delicacies. In the case of Matzos, though,
where we see that they are made to eat as “bread to satiate”, the law is
definitely that they require “Hamotzi” and “Three Blessings {“Birkat
Hamazon}, just as in the case of a bagel or a “pletzel”.

At any rate, we that even regarding Matzos, there are opinions that after
Pesach, one recites on them “Borei Minei Mezonot™; all the more so in
our case where they are only made to chew on as a snack.
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