Foundations of Halacha 11.7 - Sorting it Out - Borer on Yom Tov

1. Tur OC 495

Harvesting, grinding, pruning and extracting juice, even
though they are for food-related purposes, were prohibited by
the Sages. R”I explains the reason: One is accustomed to
harvest his field and prune his vineyard as one; to press all his
The Sages were
concerned that if they would permit [these activities] on Yom
Tov, one would harvest his entire field, prune his entire
vineyard and press all his grapes, and be wanting in his
celebration of Yom Tov. Similarly, the Sages prohibited
trapping, for at times, his trap will yield many fish. In the

grapes and to grind much at one time.

Yerushalmi, it bases this on verses.
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2. Beit Yosef (on above)

What the Tur writes, “In the Yerushalmi, it bases this on
verses.” - that is to say that even though the Yerushalmi brings
from verses that one should not harvest, prune, sort, sift or
prune on Yom Tov, they are only an Asmachta {association of
a non-biblical law with a biblical link} and [these acts] are only
prohibited by the Rabbis.
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3. Gemara Beitzah 14b

Mishnah. One who [wants] to separate legumes [from a mixture] on
Yom Tov: Beit Shammai say: He must separate out the food and eat
it; Beit Hillel say: He separates in the usual manner, in his lap, with a
funnel or with a large plate, but not with a board, with a fine sieve,
nor with a coarse sieve. Rabban Gamliel says: He may also rinse
and skim.

Gemara. It was taught in a Baraita: Rabban Gamliel said: In what
[case] were these words said? When the food is more than the
impurities. However, if the impurities are more than the food, all
agree that he [must] take out the food.

“The impurities are more than the food” - is there anyone who allows
[taking out the food]?

[The ruling] is necessary when [taking out the impurities involves]
greater effort [than taking out the food], but is smaller [in amount than
the food].

2 TIAY 70 0T X092 NO0R SHaa TIADN

SRAW N°2,210 O1°2 NPIVR N2 .TIwn
D°MIR D97 0921 ,P0IRY DOIN 7712 1N
X7 DaR ,Mnn2 IR PN ,19770 12
DR973 127 .771292 KDY 71912 KDY X9ava
ST T AR NN

0727 17722 RN 120 DR LRIN LR
DaR ,NPI0977 SV 712177 DIINAWD - DMK
DX 5011 9377 2727 - 9ROV 72170 DRI0D
5Y 72177 NRI0D .NPI0DT DX 1IN DN
WIDIT ,XDMIX RY - 7T IRD ROIX 1 9N
RYWA 0 R0

4. Rashi

In what [case] were these words said? — that Beit Hillel permit
carrying real impurities and throwing them out. Is there anyone who
allows [taking out the food]? — and even to carry it; they are
deemed immaterial relative to the majority, and it is like complete
impurities and not fit for use. involves] greater effort — for there is
some that is thin. [Rabban Gamliel means to] say the following: At
the time that the effort of removing the food is greater than that of
removing the impurities, that is the case in which Beit Hillel say he
must remove the impurities, because it is better to minimize the effort
involved. However, if the effort of removing the impurities is greater
than that of removing the food — everyone agrees...
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5. Beiur Halacha OC 510

One who [wants] to separate legumes [from a mixture] - From
here, it seems contradictory to that written above, Sec. 506:2 in the
Rema, that it is prohibited to remove a pebble by hand [from flour].
Over here, it is made clear that on Yom Tov, one may sort in his
usual manner?...In the Mishnah Berurah there, | explained that
regarding [the removal of] a pebble, even during on weekdays, it is
common to remove it without a utensil. The Gra’z wrote to
differentiate that the Sages did not permit sorting in one’s usual
manner except in regard to legumes, where it is not common to
prepare them for many days...consequently, it is obvious that the
sorting is also only for that day['s use], and apparently there is only
enough gathered to fill their pot....According to this, regarding grain,
it would be prohibited to remove impurities even by hand.

NMNVP 9NN * N1 3PN YD NIYN N2

TR OND DY NYP NN - NMIVP 1NN
DIV NONT NN 270 VPN 10 DD
M2 VAT IR NIN I DI NN

DYV NYIS DY NI MYNIA ... 107TD
TIT DIN2IDAN NN 2NT DIWN T70 OND
M WY RION XINM DD ROV DV
19972 92 DMION YPNN RIT POND ANd

D217 027 PINY TIT PRY NMVPA NIN
... D27 0D PONY 1DITY PVN KD DAN

IND NIN N 177720 DXT VIV KM
3790Y . NPTP YT NIN TN ¥ NN

S TAIDAN NIIAD NON M P12

6. Shulchan Aruch OC 319:9

Even though a dreg strainer was spread out [over a utensil] on Erev
Shabbat, it is forbidden to put dregs in it. However, if one put dregs
in it on Erev Shabbat, it is permitted to pour water on them to get
them the liquid to flow back out of them.
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7. Mishnah Berurah

A dreg strainer - a utensil with which one filters dregs. The wine
that drops out is pure and clear.

It is forbidden to put, etc. - There is also an obligation to bring a
sin-offering involved, either because of Borer - since the food is
sorted from the refuse by these means, or because of meraked
{sifting}, see the Gemara there.

Clear - The author means to say that [one may do this so that] the
dregs will become clear and the water will flow out of them together
with some of the wine that remained absorbed [in the dregs]. The
reason why pouring the water is not [considered] Borer is because
the water poured is clear and does not contain anything that needs to
be sorted out of it. It is permitted on Shabbat to pour water over
dregs that have remained in a cask, [let] the water absorb the taste
of the wine, and [then] take the water out on Shabbat and drink it.
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