Foundations of Halacha 11.3 - What about Yom Tov

- To Build a Fire

1. Gemara Megqillah 7b

It is written “that™ and it is written ““for you™: one refers to
preliminaries which could have been attended to before Yom
Tov; one refers to preliminaries which could not have been
attended to before Yom Tov.
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2. Gemara Beitzah 33a-b

Mishna. We may not produce fire, neither from wood, nor
from stones, nor from earth, nor from tiles, nor from water.

Gemara. What is the reason? Because he is creating on Yom
Tov.
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3. Rambam Hilchot Yom Tov 4:1

We may not produce fire, neither from wood, nor from stones,
nor from earth, nor from tiles, nor from water...All this and
similar [methods] are prohibited on Yom Tov, for it was only
permitted on Yom Tov to burn from an existing fire; however,
to bring a fire into existence is prohibited, for it is possible to
create it on the [Erev Yom Tov]. Raavad [The Rambam]
should say, “Because he is creating on Yom Tov.” This is the
reason expressed in the Gemara.
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4, Lechem Mishnah

This that it says in the Gemara, ““Because he is creating on
Yom Tov.” It is to say: “and he could have done it on the eve
of Yom Tov.”
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5. Aruch Hashulchan OC 502

It appears to my humble opinion that certainly [the Rambam]
also holds that the reason is because [the fire has been] created
[on Yom Tov]. However, he had the following difficulty:
How is it possible to prohibit producing a fire on Yom Tov;
since the Torah permitted baking and cooking on Yom Tov -
and no cooking or baking is possible without fire - it must be
that the Torah permitted making fire on Yom Tov. To address
this, he says that this is not conclusive, for the Torah permitted
one to cook from an existing fire, such as from a coal or from
a candle and the such, not to create a new light. This is like
preliminaries for food-related activities; that which could have
been done from Erev Yom Tov is prohibited. Even if
[lighting a fire] is considered like a direct food-related
activity, it is nevertheless prohibited by the Rabbis when it
was possible to have been done from Erev Yom Tov. While it
is true that, concerning lighting a fire, we say, “Since...”, this
all pertains to lighting from an existing fire; from a non-
existing fire, it is prohibited because of creating.
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6. lgrot Moshe OC | 115

Concerning lighting a gas burner from a pilot light on Yom
Tov: It is obvious that it is permitted for there is no concern
with this that one is creating a fire. Rather, it is the lighting of
a fire from a flame that is already burning. It is not similar to
electricity, about which there is a concern of creating fire, and
one is therefore prohibited to light it.

Concerning diminishing the flame on Yom Tov: When one
needs to diminish the flame so that the cooked food will not
burn or be ruined, it is permitted. Even if one is able to leave
this fire large and light another, smaller one, he can diminish
this one rather than light another fire. {This is because] when
it is a necessity for the food, there is no distinction between
lighting and extinguishing; extinguishing is also permitted for
food-related purposes, such as in the case of meat [cooked] on
coals.

Diminishing the fire not for the sake of cooking, but only to
prevent the waste of gas, is equivalent to extinguishing the
flame completely. [In any case that] complete extinguishing
is prohibited, it is also prohibited to diminish the flame.

120 NN BN AR AVYN MR NIV
op

LNRIMINND VP WD NN PPOTNY 9372
O YYN 132 PR OID IMNY VIV VM)
NDY 920 POYTN WRND NPOTN NN NON UN
NN VYN WY HI0PIND/ M0PYOYD M7

PY2TND MON DOV UN

TINWI 7N L,V7PI WRD DX PLPNY 12T
NDY 9V NOV YTD UNND NN PLOPND
DN GN) 9MNn NYTPaAY Y vann Yphpn
INX YN PIDTNDY D¥THN DY UR NIND 9D
PO0TNY XYY NT WK POPNY 91D JOP PPV
19N PR DOUANN TNXD RINWI 2D INN UN
TNND AN MN2D DIV D N2DY NPT P2
UMD MINNN NIVIAL NI W) UOIN
WA TNND XOW POPND H’D 9T DX
TYIN 12D 1D NI IWIN TOIN DIVN NON
D) NMOX NOX N0 MN2AD ONY NI
YN 07NN NN YT LPVPNY

OVWI

7. lgrot Moshe YD 11 75

Concerning lighting a match on Yom Tov from an electric
light [coil]: at firs, it appeared that it should be prohibited,
even if it is red, and certainly if it is not red. However, after
delving [into the matter], it appears that when it is red, it
should be permitted, for it is like a physical fire.
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