Foundations of Halacha 11.2 - The Permitted Melachot and their Exceptions

1. Parshat Bo 12:15

On the first day there shall be a holy convocation and on the
seventh day shall be a holy convocation to you. No work may
be done on them, except for what must be eaten for any
person - only that may be done for you.
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2. Gemara Ketubot 7a

R Yehuda allowed having initial marital relations on Yom
Tov. R Papi said in the name of Rava: Do not infer that it is
on Yom Tov that it is permissible, but on Shabbat it ids
forbidden; the same law applies, that on Shabbat it is also
permissible, and the case in question happened to occur this
way. R Papa said in the name of Rava: On Yom Tov, it is
permissible; on Shabbat, it is forbidden R Papi said to R Papa:
What is your thinking? [That it is permissible on Yom Tov
because of the principle that] “Since making a wound was
permitted for food-related purposes, it was also permitted for
non-food-related purposes”?  But if so, it should be
permissible to [burn] fragrance on Yom Tov, for “‘since
burning was permitted for food-related purposes, it was also
permitted for non-food-related purposes”? He said to him,
about you[r question], the Torah states, ““except for what must
be eaten for any person” — something which has equal worth
to any person. R Acha the son of Rava said to R Ashi,: But if
so, If he happened upon a deer on Yom Tov, since it is does
not have equal worth to every person, let us also say that it is
forbidden to slaughter it! He said to him: I meant,
““Something which is an equal need to every person.” A deer
[fulfills] a need for every person.
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3. Rashi

For a food-related need - such as ritual slaughter.

Fragrance - fragrant herbs on the fire to give a scent to the utensils
and the clothes.

About you[r question], the Torah states, “except for what must
be eaten for any person” — something which has equal worth to
any person - is permitted, and marital relations is an equal need to
every person, but fragrance is only for those with delicate tastes.
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4. Tosefot

“Since it was permitted for food-related purposes, it was also
permitted for non-food-related purposes” — providing that it
fulfills a need for the enjoyment of the day or a need to fulfill
a mitzvah on Yom Tov, such as the case of carrying a child to
circumcise him, a Torah scroll to read from it and a Lulav to
fulfill the mitzvah with it. However, [a melacha done] not for
any need of the day at all, is not permitted. For example, one
who carries out stones would be liable. .. This that Beit
Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree about the case of cooking
the gid hanasheh (sirloin vein) — according to Beit Shammai,
who do not hold of “Since...”, he is liable to receive lashes;
according to Beit Hillel, who hold of *“Since...”, he is not
liable to receive lashes — one must say that even though it is
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not considered a food related need, because of the prohibition
that overlies it, it is still fulfilling a need of the day since he is
eating it. It appears to R”I that carrying a baby to walk
casually is considered a need of the day.
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5. Responsa Chelkat Yaakov Miscellaneous Topics Chayp. 1
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Pertaining to your question as to why Milah not done in its
proper time does not override Yom Tov... [for we should
say:] since [inflicting a wound through] slaughter was
permitted for food-related purposes, Milah was also permitted
for non-food-related purposes™?

However, according to me, there is no place for a question at
all. We learn out (Shabbat 24b) ““only that” — and not Milah
not done in its proper time. That being so, the scripture has
revealed that Milah not done in its proper time is prohibited,
and we don’t say “Since...” either.
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6. Gemara Beitzah 22a

R Abba bar Marta asked of Abayei: What is the law regarding
extinguishing a candle to [allow] marital relations? He said to
him:...It is possible to overturn a vessel on top of it. If he
does not have a vessel, what [is the law]? He said to him: It is
prohibited.
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7. Rashba

If he does not have a vessel, what [is the law]? He said to
him: It is prohibited. — If you will say: Let us say here, Since
extinguishing was permitted for food-related purposes, it was
also permitted for non-food-related purposes’ for this fulfills
an equal need for every person, as we say in Ketubot that it is
permissible to have initial marital relations on Yom Tov
because of the principle that] “Since making a wound was
permitted for food-related purposes, it was also permitted for
non-food-related purposes”? One can respond: The type of
extinguishing done for food-related purposes is a part of the
regular preparation, such as in meat that is on coals, and it is
part of the very action. So too, is the wound made from initial
marital relations. However, extinguishing the candle is not
from the direct needs of the relations. This is similar to
extinguishing a wood chip so that the house should not
become smoky [, which is prohibited].
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