Foundations of Halacha 10.8 - On the Market - Selling Shemita Fruit

1. Parshat Behar 25:6,7

The Sabbath produce of the land shall be yours to eat, for you, for
your slave, and for your maidservant, and for your laborer and for
your resident who dwell with you. And for you animal and for
the beast that is in your land shall all its crop be to eat.
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2. Talmud Yerushalmi Shevi’it 7:1

“for you” - anything which is a need for you, for eating, drinking,
smearing and dyeing.
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3. Gemara Succah 40a “for you to eat” - [the meaning of]“for you”
is congruent to that of “to eat” - that the benefit and consumption
are simultaneous.
after it has been consumed; this excludes [the use of Seventh-year
products in] a soaking pool or laundering pool, where their
benefit comes after their consumption.

This excludes wood, the benefit of which is
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4. Gemara Pesachim 52b “to eat” - to eat and not to destroy.
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5. Gemara Avodah Zara 62a to eat and not for trade.
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6. Ramban Parshat Behar

7. "And for you animal and for the beast that is in your land” - If a
beast may eat, wouldn’t we certainly know that a domesticated
animal may, since its sustenance is your responsibility? What
does the Torah come to teach with, “And for you animal”? It
compares a domesticated animal to a beast - as long as the beast
can eat from the field, you may feed your animal from the house;
when the produce ceases to be available to the beast from the
field, it must cease from your house. This is the wording of Rsahi
based on Torat Kohanim (1:5). The Master did not explain what
this “ceasing” entails. It involves that, after this time, one should
remove the fruit from his house to make them ownerless, and this
is the “removal of Seventh-year produce” that the Sages
mentioned in every place.
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7. Gemara Succah 40b

It was taught in a Baraita in accordance with Rabbi Eliezer: The
[sanctity of the] Seventh year takes hold on its monetary
replacement. As it says, “For it is a Jubilee Year, it shall be holy to
you.” Just as Holy food takes hold of its monetary replacement,
which becomes forbidden, so too the Seventh Year takes hold of
its monetary replacement, which becomes forbidden. If you will
similarly expound: Just as Holy food takes hold of its monetary
replacement and itself becomes mundane, so too the Seventh Year
takes hold of its monetary replacement, and itself becomes
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mundane. - The Torah teaches us, “it shall be” - it shall remain in
its current state. How is this? If one bought meat with fruit of the
Seventh Year - both must be removed in the Seventh Year. If he
bought fish with the meat, the meat leaves [the state of sanctity]
and the fish enter...the last one always enters into the sanctity of
the Seventh month, and the fruit itself is forbidden.
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What about Lulav and Etrog?

8. Gemara Succah 39a

Mishna. If one purchases a lulav [from an am haaretz] during the
Seventh Year - he must give him the etrog as a gift, because he is
not permitted to purchase it during the Seventh Year.

Gemara. If he did not want to give him [the etrog] as a gift, what
is [the law]? Rav Huna said: He includes the cost of the etrog in
the price of the lulav. Let him give the money for the etrog
outright! - because one is not permitted to give money from the
sale of Seventh-year produce to an am haaretz.
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9. Radbaz Hil. Shmita V'yovel 8:11

For you may not buy from an am haaretz something that is
presumably from fruit that were watched, for the monetary
replacement is now considered money [with the sanctity] of the
Seventh Year, and we may not give them money [with the
sanctity] of the Seventh Year. However, something that is
presumably ownerless, we may buy from them. The Seventh Year
does not affect a lulav, for it is not a fruit, but is the branch of a
palm tree. Even though the palm tree itself is presumed to be
watched, this is true only of its fruit, but the Seventh Year does
not apply to the lulavim. Therefore, the monetary equivalent of
the lulav is not money [with the sanctity] of the Seventh Year.
However, the Etrog is a fruit, so the Seventh Year affects it, and it
is presumed to be watched.
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