Foundations of Halacha 10.7 - Shemita - What’s it to Us?

1. Parshat Mishpatim 23:10-11

Six years shall you sow you land and gather in its produce, And in
the Seventh, you shall leave it untended and unharvested, and the
destitute of your people shall eat, and the wildlife of the field shall
eat what is left of them, so shall you do your vineyard and your
olive grove.
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2. Parshat Behar 25:1-8,11-13

G-d spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the
Children of Israel and say to them: When you come into the Land
that I give you, the land shall observe a Sabbath rest for G-d. For
six years you may sow your field and for six years you may prune
your vineyard; and you may gather in its crop. But the seventh
year shall be a complete rest for the land, a Sabbath for G-d; your
field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune.
The aftergrowth of your harvest you shall not reap and the grapes
you had set aside for yourself you shall not pick; it shall be a year
of rest for the land. The Sabbath produce of the land shall be
yours to eat, for you, for your slave, and for your maidservant,
and for your laborer and for your resident who dwell with you.
And for you animal and for the beast that is in your land shall all
its crop be to eat.
sabbatical years, seven years seven times, the years of the seven
cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you forty-nine years....It
shall be a Jubilee Year for you — this fiftieth year — you shall not
sow, you shall not harvest its aftergrowth and you shall not pick
what was set aside of it for yourself. For it is a Jubilee Year, it
shall be holy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. In this
Jubilee Year you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage.

You shall count for yourself seven cycles of
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3. Parshat Behar 25:20-21

If you will say: What will we eat in the seventh year? — behold! We
will not sow and not gather in our crops! I will ordain My blessing
for you in the sixth year and it will yield a crop sufficient for the
three year period.

9ha NV

Ny VYN Mva ‘JDN) RARRIAL SRR (D)

nw_)v_)j 'lgv,):_l D:_?? 3272 mg ’D’m m:)
: DNYN YOV NNIAND DX NYY)

4. Gemara Pesachim 51b

It was taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Shimon says: All the
aftergrowths are prohibited except the aftergrowth of cabbage, for
there is nothing like it among the plants of the field. But the Sages
say: All he aftergrowths are prohibited. Both of them go
according to the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, for it was taught in a
Baraita: “behold we will not sow and we will not gather in our crops” —
Since they may not sow, from where would they gather? From
here, [we may infer to the case of] aftergrowths that they are
prohibited.
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5. Rambam Hilchot Shemita V'yovel 4:1-3

X. All that the land produces in the Seventh Year, whether from
the seed that fell therein before the Seventh Year, from the roots
that were cut beforehand and subsequently reproduced — both
are these are called “aftergrowth” -, or from grass and green that
grew by themselves and do not have seed — all is permissible to
eat by the law of the Torah, as it says “The Sabbath produce of the
land shall be yours to eat”, and even a field that was tilled during
the Seventh Year and grew produce, its fruits are permissible to
eat. That that is said, “The aftergrowth of your harvest you shall not
reap” means that one should not harvest in the way that he
harvests every year...Rather, he should harvest little by little,
beat it out and eat it.

3. From the words of the Rabbis, [it was decreed] that all
aftergrowths shall be forbidden to eat. Why did they decree [to
prohibit] them? Because of transgressors: In order that one not
go and plant grain, legumes and garden seedlings secretly in his
field, and when they grow he will eat from the and say that they
are aftergrowths, they prohibited all aftergrowths hat grow
during the Seventh Year.

3. From this you learn that we may only eat from produce of the
Seventh Year fruit of trees and sprouts that most people do not
plant, such as rue, wild yarbuz and all that are similar to them.
However, greens which it is the way of most people to plant
them in gardens, as well as types of grain and legumes, all that
grows from them is prohibited by the words [of the Rabbis] and
one who gathers them , we strike him with Makkat Mardut.
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6. Gemara Moed Katan 2b

It was taught in a Mishna: We may water a Beit Hashalchin field on
[Chol ha]Moed and in the Seventh Year. We can understand [why
such work would be permissible on Chol] HaMoed, where [the
prohibition] is due to exertion, and in a situation of [potential]
loss, the Rabbis permitted it. But the Seventh Year, whether
according to the opinion that [watering is prohibited because it is
similar to] planting, or the opinion that [it is prohibited because it
is similar to] plowing, is planting or plowing permitted in the
Seventh Year? Abayei said: The Mishnah refers to the Seventh
year nowadays, and this follows the opinion of Rebbi, as it was
taught in a Baraita: Rebbi says: “And this is the matter of the
remission {Shemita}, [every creditor] shall remit.” The Torah is
discussing two remissions, the remission of land and the
remission of monetary obligations.
land, you remit monetary obligations; at a time when you do not
remit land, you do not remit monetary obligations.

At a time when you remit
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