Foundations of Halacha 10.5 — Terumot and Maasrot - The Requisite Amounts

1. Terumah - Portion of the Kohanim

This shall be the due of the Kohanim from the people, from those
who bring an offering, whether of an ox or of the flock: He shall
give to the Kohen the foreleg, the jaw and the maw. The first of
your grain, your wine and your oil, and the first of the shearing of
your flock shall you give to him. For him has Hashem your G-d
chosen from among all your tribes, to stand and minister in the
name of G-d, he and his sons, all the days.
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2. Gemara Chullin 137b

Returning to the main text, Rav and Shmuel both said: Reishit
Hagez [The first shearings] - [the requisite amount is] one sixtieth;
Peah - one sixtieth; Terumah - one sixtieth. “Terumah - one sixtieth”?
But we have learned: “Concerning Terumah: A generous amount is
one fortieth”? By the law of the Torah- Terumah - one sixtieth. By
the law of our Rabbis - Terumah - one fortieth. “By the law of the
Torah- Terumah - one sixtieth.”? But Shmuel said, “One wheat
[kernel] exempts the heap”? By the law of the Torah, it is like
Shmuel. By the law of our Rabbis, concerning a Torah obligation -
- one fortieth; by the law of our Rabbis, concerning a Rabbinic
obligation - one sixtieth.
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3. Rashi exempts the heap — “The first of your grain”, and the Torah
did not wite a requisite amount regarding it. By the law of the Torah, it
is like Shmuel — By Torah law, one is exempt with any amount. By the
law of our Rabbis, concerning a Torah obligation - - one fortieth -
and the amount required by our Rabbis is stated regarding Terumah
which is required by the Torah, such as the Turumah for wine and oil, that
it must be given as one fortieth. by the law of our Rabbis, concerning
a Rabbinic obligation — and the amount that the Rabbis said regarding
“their” Terumah - such as fruit of the tree and greens - is one-sixtieth.
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4. Rambam Hilchot Terumot 3:1

The main Terumah does not have a requisite amount by the law of
the Torah, as it says, “The first of your grain...” - any amount, even
one wheat [kernel] exempts the heap. In the start, one should only
separate according to the requisite amounts that the Sages gave.
At a time when it stands to be burned because of impurity, one
should separate a minimal amount in the start.
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5. Beit Yosef YD 331:19

However, nowadays, that all people are impure and it is
impossible for it to be eaten, one should take off a minimal
amount. (Rambam) This applies specifically to Terumah
Gedolah, but Terumat Maaser, even nowadays, one must
take off according to the calculations.
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6. Terumat Ma’aser - Tithe taken from Tithed Food

And to the Levites you shall speak and say unto them: When you
take from the children of Israel the tithe, which I have given to
you from them as your birthright, you shall take from it a gift for
G-d - a tithe from the tithe. Your tithe shall be reckoned for you
like grain from the threshing-floor and like the ripeness of the vat.
So shall you too raise up the gift for G-d from all your tithes that
you will take from the Children of Israel, and you shall give from
it a Gift of G-d to Aaron the Kokhen.
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7. Ma’aser Sheini - Second Tithe

You shall surely tithe all the crop of your planting that comes out
of the field each year.
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8. Mishnah Terumot 3:7

From where do we derive that Bikkurim are taken off before
Terumah - This one is called “a gift” and “a beginning” and this
one called “a gift” and “a beginning”? Rather, Bikkurim should
come before all [gifts], for they are the first fruits of all. Terumah
comes off before Maaser rishon for it is “a beginning”, and Maaser
Rishon before Maaser Sheni for it has within it “a beginning”.
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9. Rav Ovadiah miBartenura

for it has within it “a beginning” - for [rfrom within] Maaser Rishon [is taken]
Terumat Maaser, and Terumah is called “a beginning”. Therefore it is logical that
Rishon should come before Sheni.
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10. Rambam Hilchot Maaser 1:1

After e separate Terumah Gedolah, one separates one tenth from
what is left over, and this is what is called Maaser Rishon.
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11. Rambam Hilchot Maaser 1:14

We do not take off Maaser by estimate, but rather by measure,
weight or number. Anyone who is exact in the requisite amount
is deserving of praise. Anyone who is excessive in his Maaser
gifts, his Maaser portions are problematic - for untithed produce is
mixed up in them - but his fruit are properly processed.
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