Foundations of Halacha 10.3 - When do the Obligations Take Effect?

1. Devarim 23:25

When you come into the vineyard of your fellow, you may eat
grapes as is your desire, to your fill, but you may not put into
your vessel. When you come into the standing grain, you may
pluck ears with your hand, but you may not lift a sickle against
the standing grain of your fellow.
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2. Gemara Bava Metziah 87a-b

Mishna These [workers] may eat, according to the Torah: One who
works with produce attached to the ground when [harvesting it is
considered] completing its labor; with produce detached from the
ground before its labor is complete; and with something that
grows from the ground. The [following are workers] who may
One who works with produce attached to the ground
when [harvesting it is not considered] completing its labor; with
produce detached from the ground after its labor is complete; and
with something that does not grow from the ground.

not eat:
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3. Rashi

before its labor is complete - for the purpose of [becoming subject to] Ma'aser,
and if it is [produce from which Challah is taken] - before its labor is complete for
the purpose of [becoming subject to] Challah.

R TIMD T9 T XRD'8N X211 20N W07

1?77 71 OXR1 ,7WDN7 - MIR?N 11NI1 K20 TV
XNDVVYT L1217 MIR?N 1IN R?20 TU - X7
JRIAPN RINAD 019N "1 17137

4. Devarim 26 12-13

When you will finish tithing every tithe of your produce in the
third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give to the Levite, to the
proselyte, to the orphan and to the widow, and they shall eat in
your gates and be satisfied. Then you shall say before Hashem,
your G-d, “I have removed the holy things from the house, and I
have also given it to the Levite, to the proselyte, to the orphan and
to the widow, according to all the commandment that You
commanded me; I have not transgressed any of Your
commandments, and I have not forgotten.”
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5. Gemara Bava Metziah 87b-88a

Said R Yannai: Untithed produce does not become subject to
Ma’aser until it sees the face of the house, as it says, “I have
removed the holy things from the house”. R Yochanan said: Even the
courtyard can establish [produce as being subject to maaser], as it
says “ and they shall eat in your gates and be satisfied.”. R Yochanan,
too, but it is written “from the house”! — He will say to you: The
courtyard must be similar to a house; just as a house is
safeguarded — so the courtyard must be safeguarded. R Yannai,
too, but it is written, “in your gates”! — That he needs to teach that
[the obligation takes hold] when he brings [the produce] to the
house by way of the gate, to exclude [bringing it] by way of roofs
and terraces, [in which case the obligation does not take hold].
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6. Rambam Hil. Maaser Chap. 3

Halacha 1

Produce that reached the stage of [obligation of] tithes and were
cut down, but their labor has not yet been completed - such as
grain, which he cut and threshed, but has not yet blown and
winnowed - it is permissible to eat from them a casual eating until
their labor has been completed. Once their labor has been
completed, it is forbidden to eat from them [even] casually.

Halacha 2

When is this referring to — when one completes [the labor] of his
produce to sell them in the marketplace, but if his intent was to
take them home, it is permissible to eat them casually until they
become established for Ma’aser.

3 P79 IWYN MIYD 07N

R 129N

VYN MIIVYNRA NNYY WY M9
ARIAN N0 NARYN NI R PTM
RDY AMIR AT RY PIYY DUTY NINPY
TY ORIY NYIR 1IN DR MmN NN
TOR JNIROHN TINWM LINIRYN 'NINY
JRIY 1N HIRY

2 naYn
a8 7va 1915 M NN R™M2
AN N 121 19°9% MmN NN oR
INIRON NIPNIY INR ORIV 1N D1IRY

VYN APV TY

7. Halacha 4

For example: Produce with which his intent was to take them to
his house, even though their labor was completed, he may eat
from them casually until they are brought in to the house. Once
they are brought into the house, they are established [for the
purpose] of Terumot and Ma’asrot, and one is prohibited to eat
from them until they are tithed. So too if he sold them, cooked
them over a fire, soaked them in salt, took off Terumah from
them, or Shabbat came upon them — he may not eat from them
until he tithes them, even though they have not yet reached the
house. If he brought them into the house, before their labor was
completed, he may eat from them casually; if he began to
complete their labor after they had been brought into the house,
he must tithe all [the produce].
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8. Devarim 14:22

You shall surely tithe all the crop of your planting that comes out
of the field each year.
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9. Gemara Bava Metziah 88b

“You shall surely tithe...and you shall eat it - and not a seller,
“the crop of your planting” — and not a buyer — rather, [their
obligation is ordained] by the rabbis.
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10. Rambam Hilchot Ma’aser 2:1

No one is obligated by the Torah to take off [Ma’aser] except one
who completes the labor on his produce to eat them himself, but
one who completes them to sell them is exempt by Torah law, and
is obligated by the words of the Rabbis.
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