Foundations of Halacha 10.2 — Terumah and Maaser Nowadays

The Sources

1. Gemara Pesachim 44a

A contradictory source: ‘“Two baskets, one of chullin and one of
Terumah, and before them are two bushels, one of chullin and one
of Terumah, and these fell into these — they are permissible, for |
[can] say: The chullin fell into the chullin and the Terumah fell
into the Terumah.” 1If you say that if one eats a kezayis in the
amount of time it takes to consume a peras , it is as if he has eaten
a full kezayis at one time — according to the Torah — why do we
say, “, for | [can] say:...”? He answered: Leave [any proof from]
Terumah nowadays, as it is ordained by the Rabbis.
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2. Gemara Yevamot 8la

Mishna. A naturally sterile Kohen who married an Israelite
woman — he may serve her Terumah. R Yosi and R Shimon say:
An androgynous Kohen who married an Israelite woman — he may
serve her Terumah.
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Gemara. Reish Lakish said: He may serve her Terumah, but he
may not serve her the breast or the thigh (of Temple offerings). R
Yochanan said: He may even serve her the breast or the thigh.
According to Reish Lakish, why are the breast or the thigh
different? Because they are Torah-ordained. Terumah is also
Torah-ordained! Here we are discussing Terumah nowadays,
which is ordained by the Rabbis.
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3.  Rambam Hil Terumot 1:26

Terumah, nowadays - even in the places of which the returnees
from Bavel took possession, even in the days of Ezra — is not
ordained by the Torah but from the words [of the Rabbis’ decree].
The only torah[-ordained] Terumah is solely in Israel, as it says,
“When you will arrive” — the arrival of all of you, as they were in
the First Inheritance ( by conquer) of the land, and as they will
resume to be in the Third Inheritance. This was not so in the
Second Inheritance which occurred in the days of Ezra; it was an
arrival of part of the Jews, and it therefore did not obligate them
[in Terumah] from the Torah. It also would appear to me that the
same law applies to the tithes, that they are only obligatory
nowadays from the words [of the Rabbis’ decree], like Terumah.
Ra’avad He has not aligned himself well with the Halacha, for we
hold like R Yochanan who says in Yevamot, ““terumah, nowadays,
is Torah-ordained.” [Rambam} himself appears to have written
so at the beginning of the book. If this matter does exist, it exits
concerning the laws of Challah.
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4, Parshat Shelach 15:18-20

Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: When you
arrive in the land to which I bring you, it shall be when you
eat from the bread of the Land, you shall set aside a portion
for Hashem. As of the first of your kneading you shall set
aside a loaf as a portion, like the portion of the threshing-
floor, so shall you set it aside.
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5. Gemara Ketubot 25a

It was taught in a BAraita: “When you arrive in the land” I
might have thought [ this means] “from when two or three
spies enter the land”. The Torah teaches us with the word
oR12 - “with the arrival of all of you, not with the arrival
of part of you.” From here we see that Challah nowadays is
Rabbinically mandated.
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6.  Sifri Parshat Shelach

Is the Torah referring to The Main Terumabh [the regular gift
to the Kohen], or is it referring to the gift of Challah? Since
it has said, “As of the first of your kneading you shall set
aside a loaf as a portion”, Challah has been mentioned. In
reference to what do I establish ““you shall set aside a
portion for Hashem? Is the Torah referring to The Main
Terumah.
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