Foundations of Halacha 10.11 - Shemita and Yovel Nowadays

1. Parshat Behar 25: 8-11

You shall count for yourself seven cycles of sabbatical years, seven
years seven times, the years of the seven cycles of sabbatical years
shall be for you forty-nine years. You shall sound a broken blast
on the shofar, in the seventh month, on the tenth of the month; on
the Day of Atonement you shall sound the shofar throughout the
Land. You shall consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim freedom
throughout the land for all its inhabitants; it shall be the Jubilee
year for you, you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage
and you shall return each man to his family. It shall be a Jubilee
Year for you - this fiftieth year — you shall not sow, you shall not
harvest its aftergrowth and you shall not pick what was set aside
of it for yourself.
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2. Gemara Arachin 32b

The [Torah] compares the Jews’ arrival in the days of Ezra to their
arrival in the days of Yehoshua: Just as in their arrival in the days
of Yehoshua, they began to count Shemita and Yovel cycles and
they consecrated walled cities, so too upon their arrival in the
days of Ezra, they began to count Shemita and Yovel cycles and
they consecrated walled cities...Did they indeed count Shemita
and Yovel cycles? Now, from the time that the tribes of Reuven,
Gad and half of Menashe were exiled, the Yovel cycles were null,
as it says, “and proclaim freedom throughout the land for all its
inhabitants” — at the time when all its inhabitants are on it, not at a
time when some of them have been exiled! One might think that
if they were on it but all mixed together — the tribe of Binyamin in
Yehuda’s land and the tribe of Yehuda in Binyamin’s land — Yovel
would apply; the Torah teaches us: “and proclaim freedom
throughout the land for all its inhabitants” —at the time that its
inhabitants are there in proper form, not at a time when the are
mixed together. Said R. Nachman bar Yitzchak: They counted the
Yovel cycles in order to [properly] consecrate the Shemita cycles.
[33a] This is acceptable according to the Rabbis, who say that the
50t year is not counted [in the next Shemita cycle], but according
to Rabbi Yehuda, who says that the 50t year counts for here and
for here, why [should they count the Yovel cycles]? It would be
sufficient to count the Shemita cycles! This statement is certainly
not in accord with R Yehuda'’s opinion.
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3. Gemara Moed Katan 2b

It was taught in a Mishna: We may water a Beit Hashalchin field on
[Chol ha]Moed and in the Seventh Year. We can understand [why
such work would be permissible on Chol] HaMoed, where [the
prohibition] is due to exertion, and in a situation of [potential]
loss, the Rabbis permitted it. But the Seventh Year, whether
according to the opinion that [watering is prohibited because it is
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similar to] planting, or the opinion that [it is prohibited because it
is similar to] plowing, is planting or plowing permitted in the
Seventh Year? Abayei said: The Mishna refers to the Seventh year
nowadays, and this follows the opinion of Rebbi, as it was taught
in a Baraita: Rebbi says: “And this is the matter of the remission
{Shemita}, [every creditor] shall remit.” The Torah is discussing two
remissions, the remission of land and the remission of monetary
obligations. At a time when you remit land, you remit monetary
obligations; at a time when you do not remit land, you do not
remit monetary obligations.
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4. Tosefot Gittin 36a

It appears to Rabbeinu Tam that the “remission of land” over here
and [in Moed Katan] does not refer to plowing and planting, but
rather to fields that revert to the original owners during Yovel.
Yovel is referred to as “remission of land”; Shemita is referred to
as ““remission of monetary obligations”, for [only] Shemita entails
a remission of monetary obligations, not Yovel, as we say
explicitly in Parshat Re’eh, ...The Gemara means to say the
following: At the time that you remit for Yovel, you remit for the

Seventh year.
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5. Maharsha Gittin 36a

However, [in Moed Katan], the Gemara is able to bring this
exegesis in reference to [refraining from] plowing the earth, which
applies whether in Yovel or in Shemita. That is: “At the time that
“remission of land” - Yovel - is in effect in terms of [refraining from]
plowing the earth, “remission of monetary obligations” - the
Seventh Year - is also in effect in terms of [refraining from]
plowing the earth.
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